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FOR THE PRESBYTERIAN MAGAZINE. 
CN CHURCH GOVERNMENT. 
(Continued from page 205.) 

With the post-diluvian church God established his covenant, 
and enlarged her privileges. He gave them also a law, which 
authorized them to inflict capital punishment upon murderers. 
Gen. 1x. 6. | 

In the family of Noah, and in the line of Shem, the church 
subsisted and flourished for a considerable time. But such is 
the depravity of human nature, that the church became again 
exceedingly corrupted. Idolatry was introduced, and prevailed 
universally, till Abraham’s time, which threatened, once more, 
the utter destruction of the church. 

But God, having determined to establish his church upon a 
more permanent foundation, and enlarge her bounds, admonish- 
ed Abraham to leave his father’s house for a land which he 
would show him. About the year of the world 2083, Abraham 
set out for the promised land. And it is soon after recorded 
that he “ built an altar unto the Lord, and called upon the name 
of the Lord.” Gen. xii. 8. Sacrifices were unquestionably a 
part of his religious worship. His family was numerous. It 
is said he had “ 318 trained servants.” Gen. xiv. 14 All these 
were members of the church in his house. They all, doubtless, 
surrounded the altar, and united with Abraham, their priest 
and ruler, in the solemn, public worship. By the sacrifices of- 
fered on the altar, the church was rendered visible, as she had 
been at the beginning, and in the days of Seth. Here is an as- 
sembly, or church, of at least 318 worshippers. ‘They had no 
public edifice which could contain them. At some particular 
hour, on the Sabbath, I suppose, by some appointment, or sig- 
nal given, by Abraham their priest and their ruler, they left 
their tents and assembled, perhaps under some shady tree, and 
Vou. Il.—Presb. Mag. 2H 
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performed all the parts of public worship which had been pre- 
" scribed by the Lord their God. 

Here is a visible church. But no more visible than about 
twenty cénturies before, when men “ began to call upon the 
name of the Lord;” nor when, after the flood, Noah and his 
family, and the families of his three sons, surrounded the altar, 
and offered burnt offerings unto the Lord. 

The church, in Abraham’s family, had no additional signs of 
visibility, till twenty-five years after, when circumcision was in- 
stituted as a sign and seal of the covenant which God made 
with him. : | 

If God had no visible church till circumcision was appointed 
—if this rite on/y rendered her visible; then, admitting there 
were female members in the church, she was partly visible, and 
partly znvistble, for circumcision was applied to none but male 
members. The male part was visible, and the female part, 
which is now, and perhaps always has been, the largest, was 
invisible. | 

_ The fact is, the church was a visible church, in Abraham’s 
family, some years before the institution of circumcision, and 
that rite was no more than an additional token of visibility, as — 
it regarded the male members. The church remained, with the 
same badges of visibility, through Abraham’s time, and during 
that of Isaac, and Jacob, and under the same description of 
officers, the male heads of families. 

Just before his death, Abraham gave gifts to his other chil- 
dren, and “sent them away from Isaac his son, eastward.” 
Gen. xxv. 6. The true church was confined, after Abraham’s 
death, to the single family of Isaac, of whom it is recorded, 
that “he builded an altar, and called upon the name of the 
Lord.” Gen. xxvi. 25. This, we may suppose, was his con- 
stant practice. 

After Esau was rejected, and after Isaac’s death, the church 
continued. in the family of Jacob. On his return from Laban, 
he builded an altar in Shechem (Gen. xxxiii. 20), and another 
in Bethel (Gen. xxxv. 7), and, doubtless, he presented offerings 
and prayers unto the Lord, and continued the practice all his 
days. No other tokens of visibility were appointed in the 
church, after the rite of circumcision, till the night in which the 
Israelites left Egypt. Then the Passover was instituted. From 
the Abrahamic, till the end of the patriarchal age, the church 
of God subsisted in families; and all the members of families, 
adult and infant, were members of the church. All the males 
were circumcised; and all the males and females partook of the 
paschal feast. 

Thus God gradually appointed tokens to render the existence 
of his church visible. Abraham was the elder both in age and 
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authority, who governed the church in his family. So was 
Isaac, and Jacob. And from Jacob’s death, till his posterity 
left Egypt, the church subsisted in families, and was governed 
by officers of the same description. But there seems to have 
been an order of elders, who had the general superintendence 
of the Israelitish tribes in Egypt. When Moses was sent to 
deliver them from their vassalage, God commanded him to “ go 
and gather the elders of Israel,’ and communicate to them his 
message. Exod. iii. 16. These elders must have had some au- 
thority and power, as rulers, over the people, or it would have 
been useless for Moses to address them. On one occasion he 
was asked by an Israelite, “‘ who made thee a prince and judge 
over us?” This implied that they had acknowledged rulers 
over them. The church subsisted in families. And these local 
churches were governed by their male heads. But the elders 
of Israel seem to have been a number of the most upright and 
experienced men, selected as rulers, who, when assembled to- 
gether, should represent the whole church of God. The parti- 
cular authority which they exercised is not recorded. But it is 
probable that they adjusted all disputes among their brethren, 
both of a civil and ecclesiastical nature. 

Moses was directed to “ gather the e/ders of Israel together.” 
And it is recorded that “ Moses and Aaron went and gathered 
together al] the elders of the children of Israel.” Ex. iv. 29. 
‘¢ Moses called,”’ when the Passover was to be instituted, “ for 
all the elders of Israel, and said unto them, Draw out and take 
you a lamb according to your families.” Ex. xii. 21. When 
Moses was to smite the rock, he was commanded to take with 
him “ of the elders of Israel.” Ex. xvii. 5. When he went up 
into the mount, “ seventy of the elders of Israel” were to “ wor- 
ship afar off.” Ex. xxiv. 1. 

From these and other passages it appears, that all the male 
heads of families were called elders, and that there was likewise 
a selected number cf these elders appointed for particular pur- 
poses; and that all of this number were invested with some 
special authority and power as rulers. The seventy elders 
mentioned in Num. xi. 16, were appointed after Moses went up 
into the mount, And the seventy elders that were commanded 
to “ worship afar off,” it is probable, were selected, some from 
each tribe, as representatives, and rulers, of the whole number 
of Israelites, on all important occasions, as will appear hereafter 
more fully. 

The government of the church began now to assume a differ- 
ent external form. At a future period, before referred to, 
“ The Lord said unto Moses, Gather unto me seventy men of 
the elders of Israel, whom thou knowest to be elders of the 
people, and officers over them.” Num. xi. 16. Whether thest 
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were the seventy elders first mentioned or not, and it seems 
evident they were not, it is certain that they were a select por- 
tion out of the whole number of elders, and invested with autho- 
rity and power to represent, and rule over, the whole church. 
They are expressly called officers over the people. And it is 
added, “ I will take of the Spirit which is upon thee, and will 
put it upon them; and they shall bear the burden of the people 
with thee.” This burden was evidently the administration of 
the government of the whole people. 

This is supposed by some to be the origin of the great coun- 
cil of the Jews, which, in after ages, was called the Sanhedrim. 
Though this is questioned by others, yet it is evident that se- 
venty men were chosen out of the elders of Israel, for rulers, 
antecedent to the establishment of that council. 

It is manifest, therefore, that the male heads of families were 
called elders, and they were the exclusive rulers in the local or 
family churches. And it is likewise manifest, that, in process 
of time, a number of men were selected from the whole congre- 
gation of Israel, and that they were called elders, and invested 
with authority as rulers over all the people. 

The court, composed of seventy elders, who had been officers, 
which was constituted by divine direction, had cognizance of 
the most important matters of church and state. For at that 
period the united government of civil and ecclesiastical affairs 
were committed to the same elders, as rulers of the people. 

There were elders, likewise, appointed as judges of less im- 
portant matters in every city. Deut. xix. 12,17; and xxi. 2, 
3, 19. 

After the priesthood was established in Aaron’s family, and 
the ceremonial system introduced, the Levites were set apart 
as assistants of the priests. Num. i. 50; and iii. 6,12. The 
priests and Levites were constituted judges. “ By their word 
shall every controversy be tried.” Deut. xxi. 5. If a matter 
should arise too hard-for an inferior court, in any city, they 
were directed to refer it “unto the priests and Levites, and ac- 
cording to the sentence of the law which they shall teach thee, 
and according to the judgment which they shall tell thee, thou 
shalt do.” Deut. xvii. 8—11. , 

Hence it appears that priests, Levites, and elders were rulers 
in the Jewish church, and that the right of appeal, an important 
privilege, was allowed from an inferior, to a superior court. 
Cases of the highest importance were tried and decided in the 
great council of the Sanhedrim, which consisted of priests and 
elders. 

This government of the church of God continued until the 
day of Pentecost. After this period she was divested of her 
national character and government, one great object of which 
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was to secure the visible descent of the Messiah in the line of 
Judah. When Christ came, the leading objects of the national 
covenant and national church were accomplished. 

Her character and government as national was changed, and 
she was to be governed in her ancient manner. [In the first ages 
of the church she was governed by elders, who also executed 
the office of priests. All the difference, I can perceive, between 
the ancient and present government is, that in addition to lay: 
ruling elders, an order of public authorized teachers are con- 
nected with the elders. These elders are no longer to perform 
the functions of ministers, which they did at first, but simply 
unite in the government of the church with pastors, who are to 
preach the gospel, administer the ordinances, ordain, and also 
exercise the office of rulers. Under the gospel the elders are 
to perform the public office of ruling in conjunction with pas- 
tors. But this change does not affect the essential organization 
of the church. 

It is hence manifest that ecclesiastical affairs were never de- 
termined by the church at large, nor by any promiscuous por- 
tion of the church, but by se/ect rulers. First by the male 
heads of families, till after the patriarchal age, then by elders 
who had some general authority over all the people; then by 
elders united with priests and Levites. The highest court was 
the Sanhedrim. 

All the members of the church never were rulers, neither be- 
fore the flood, nor in the patriarchal age, nor during the time 
of Moses and Aaron, nor under the judges and kings of Israel, 
nor in any one period before the advent of Christ. Hence if 
no countervailing evidence can be produced, which I believe 
cannot be done, the argument forcibly concludes, that the gov- 
ernment of the church, under the gospel, should not be com- 
mitted to the whole body of her members, but to se/ect rulers, 
to ministers and elders. ‘The church is the same substantially 
and radically under all the dispensations of mercy. Those 
things which were ceremonial, and typical, and peculiar to the 
Jews as a national church, were abolished at the death of Christ. 
But we no where find any intimation that the government was 
to be essentially changed. If the Jews had universally ac- 
knowledged Jesus to be the Messiah, they would not have been 
broken off, but continued in the church of God. The members 
would have been the same, parents and children; and the gov- 
ernment the same, by ministers ard elders chosento assist them. 

None of the Jews were, in fact, broken off from the good 
olive tree, except the unsound members of the church. They 
were not all Israel, which were of Israel. The true Israel, that 
is, real saints, or sound members of the church, did embrace 
Christ, and these composed the first church of Christ under the 
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gospel. The church is precisely the same church, except the 
unsound members which were lopped off on account of their 
unbelief, that existed before the death of Christ. The believ- 
ing Jews and their children constituted solely the first Christian 
church. And upon the same principles, and for the same rea- 
sons, the government must be the same radically, unless Christ 
authorized a change. But we have no evidence that he did 
authorize any change. The government therefore was to re- 
main essentially the same. 

One of our strongest arguments. for infant church-member- 
ship; under the gospel, is derived from infant membership un- 
der the former dispensation. Parents and their infant children 
always had been members of the church of God; and since in- 
fants have not been ejected by any law of Christ, they must be 
considered, at present, as members with their parents. And no 
satisfactory reason can be assigned, why we may not draw an 
argument from the government of the ancient church, for a 
similar government of the church under the present dispensa- 
tion-of mercy. There are some changes. But these are acci- 
dental, or mere circumstantial alterations, and not radical and 
essential. 

The public ordinances, as visible evidences of the church, 
were to be changed. Baptism and the Lord’s supper were to 
succeed circumcision and the passover. But they are signs and 
seals of the same covenant on which the church is founded, and 
they are tokens which give visibility to her existence. There 
was to be a change in the priesthood. The office of high priest 
was to terminate upon the death of Christ his great antitype. 
The order of Levites was to cease. This was a necessary ap- 
pendage to the ceremonial system, and only to be co-extensive 
in duration with it. But there is no law expressed or implied, 
nor any intimation, that the government of the church was to be 
transferred from the priests and elders to the whole body of the 
members, or to any other set of men. 

One branch of the priestly office was to offer sacrifices. This 
has also been abolished. The sacrifice of “ Christ our passo- 
ver” put an end to all the sacrifices which God appointed in the 
former ages of the church. But the priestly office of explaining 
the law, of teaching and ruling, remains unalterably the same. 
And as the priests had elders chosen to assist in the govern- 
ment, under the former dispensation; and as there is no intima- 
tion of any essential change to take place in the government of 
the church under the gospel, I conclude that elders should now 
be elected, and united with the ministers of Christ in governing 
the church. 

I have proved, I think, that the church never was governed 
by all the male members. Females had nothing to do with 
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church-government. It is also evident that the public minis- 
ters of religion did not govern alone. My next appeal will be 
made to the New Testament Scriptures, to support the doctrine 
of lay ruling elders. J. F. 


(To be continued.) 


as NMIRRER ecce 


DRELINCOURT’S VISITS OF LOVE. 
( Continued from p. 216.) 


Pastor. This intelligent and excellent daughter, without 
doubt, reflected that God chastises every child whom he loves ; 
nay, that he often chastises most seriously those whom he loves 
most tenderly. She was persuaded that the trial she then un- 
derwent was merely a human trial; and that with the trial God 
would give strength to support it. She doubtless meditated on 
those divine words of the apostle Paul, “ that he reckoned the 
sufferings of the present time were not to be compared with 
the glory that would be revealed in us; and that these light af- 
flictions would produce an eternal weight of glory, while we 
look not at those things that are visible, but at those that are 
invisible.” In short, I see that God has displayed his power 
in the weakness of his handmaid, and that he has given her in 
this life the foretaste, and the first fruits of Paradise. So that 
I feel assured that a life so exemplary and holy, and a patience 
so extraordinary, has been crowned with the glory of those 
‘¢ who die in the Lord.” 

Mother. ‘Truly, dear sir, one may say in this instance, 
‘what a life! what a death!” her death surpassed what her 
life had promised. If angels could die, I cannot imagine that 
they would die a different death from that of my child; or ra- 
ther that they could pass with greater joy from death to life. 
She closed her life like St. Stephen, the first martyr of our 
Lord. Before she left the world the peculiar joy of her soul, 
and the rays of that glory she was going to possess, lighted up. 
her countenance. And when death was visible in her eyes, and 
her body cold as the marble, she joined her dying hands, which 
seemed already dead; she raised to heaven her eyes and her 
hands, and. embracing her Saviour in the arms of faith and 
hope, she cried with a distinct voice, “* Lord Jesus receive m 
spirit;” and on uttering these words, she closed a painful life 
to enter on one of perfect felicity that will never end. 

P. After this, can you doubt the felicity and the glory which 
your daughter enjoys in heaven with Jesus Christ and his holy 
angels ? 

MM. no more doubt it than if I had seen her ascend to hea- . 
ven on a chariot of fire, as once the prophet Elijah ascended; 
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or borne, as Lazarus was, by angels to Abraham’s bosom. In 
a word, I no more doubt it than if, with my own eyes, { now 
saw her before the throne of God, clothed with light and crown- 
ed with glory, and heard her singing the praises of God with 
angels, and the spirits of the just made perfect. 

P, These are excellent words, my sister, but I fear they rise 
only from your lips. It does not appear that they spring from 
your heart, and that you firmly believe what you say. Be not 
offended, my sister, if I say, your actions do not correspond 
with your words. 

M. Vassure you, dear sir, that my words accord perfectly 
with my thoughts; I am perfectly satisfied of my daughter’s 
glory and happiness; and, I repeat it, I am as firmly persuaded 
of it as if I saw her distinctly in the glorious company of the 
church triumphant. 

P. If you are thus firmly persuaded, allow me, my sister, 
then to ask, where are the Christian principles ? Where is that 
reason illumined by the beams of grace? Where are the proofs 
and marks of that ardent love, of that maternal tenderness you 
profess to feel for your daughter? The tendency of sincere 
love is to make us prefer the happiness of those we love to our 
own. 

Our blessed Saviour has himself taught us this. For when 
the apostles were afflicted at his approaching departure, that he 
might return to God, his father, and resume the. glory he en- 
joyed before the world was created, he says to them, “If ve 
loved me, ye would have rejoiced when I said, I go to the Fa- 
ther, for the Father is greater than I.” 

All your tears, all your sighs, all your bitter regrets, cannot 
change the condition of your daughter, nor darken one ray of 
her glory. But admitting it were in your power, would you 
be so cruel, so unnatural as to desire it? She has passed from 
death to life, would you have her return from life to death ? 
from a life so glorious and triumphant, to a state where we are 
daily exposed to misery and pain? 

Would vou have the cruelty to divest her of her robes of 
light and immortality, to clothe her again in darkness and cor- 
ruption? With what conscience would you draw her away from 
that ocean of delights, to replunge her in a sea of sadness and 
affliction? Could you even endure the thought of tearing her 
from the arms of her Redeemer, and deprive her of that fulness 
of joy which flows from the contemplation of his glory? Ina 
word, would you have the heart to make her quit the height of 
eternal felicity which she possesses, and return to an abyss of 
misery in the present world? Where would be your maternal 
love? Would this not be the extreme of cruelty ? 

St. Paul urges us to “ rejoice with those who rejoice ;” but, 
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my sister, you would do exactly the reverse of this; your be- 
loved child is at the height of her joy, and you would reduce 
her to the trials of this world; God has wiped away all tears 
from her eyes, while you incessantly are weeping; she is with 
an innumerable company of angels and blessed spirits, while 
you avoid the society of the wise and pious who would afford 
you relief and consolation; she is continually chaunting the 
praises of God with the church triumphant, and you cease not 
to sigh and to weep. This, dear sister, is neither consonant to 
the glory of God, nor to the profession you have made of 
Christianity. An ancient Greek bishop, who was distinguished 
for his eloquence, says in one of his homilies, “ that. when a 
truly pious person is taken from this world, it is Satan who 
should mourn, and not believers, who must be assured that the 
deceased has passed from death to life; from misery to happi- 
ness.” Nevertheless, he allows a moderate grief, so long as it 
is restrained within the limits of reason, but he condemns a 
grief which runs to excess and has no termination. He is even 
incensed at those who reject all consolation, and who seem to 
take a pleasure in tearing open their wounds and in rendering 
their pains more excruciating. 

MM. My dear sir, it is not my daughter that I mourn for, I 

am satisfied that she is happy; but 1 mourn my own loss in 
being deprived of a companion so amiable and intelligent, and 
in finding no survivor on whom my affections can rest in an 
equal degree. 
_ £. You say it is not your daughter whom you mourn, In 
this, perhaps, you deceive yourself. For were your daughter 
still alive and united to some highly distinguished personage, 
who loved her and made her truly happy—especially, were 
she married to a prince, or person of exalted merit and fortune, 
would you not endure the loss of her society with patience? If 
on some occasions you indulged a sigh or atear, would you, as 
at present, reject all consolation ? 

I make no doubt but you would often think with pleasure on 
her wealth and happiness, and often converse cheerfully with 
your friends on this subject. 

But, I ask you, what is all the splendour of earthly honours 

or happiness compared with that which she enjoys from her 
union with the Prince of heaven, the Sovereign of the universe, 
and the King of kings? 
_ You weep, you say, because you are separated from your 
daughter. But, tell me, were she still on earth, and you were 
together in a vessel driven by tempests and exposed to ship- 
wreck, and some powerful protector were to take her from this 
vessel and safely land her at her destined port, although you 
vourself should remain exposed to the tempest and to the dan- 
Vou, Il.—Presb. Mag. 21 
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gers of the sea, would you not rejoice that your daughter was 
safe? Or were you ina house exposed to pestilence, would you 
not be glad that she was far from the danger to which yourself 
were exposed ? 

M. What you say is very true. I should be delighted that 
my daughter had reached her destined port in safety, and had 
escaped. from danger; but what would be my highest consola- 
tion would be the hope of soon finding myself at the same place 
with my child; again to behold her and embrace her with tears 
of joy. 

(To be continued.) 


BI 


BRIEF DISCOURSES.—NO. VIII. 


Reasons for desiring Recovery from Sickness, 


“‘Q spare me, that I may recover strength, before I go hence, and be no 
more.”—PsaLmM xxxix. 13. 


Few persons have ever been afflicted with distressing and 
dangerous sickness, who have not prayed for restoration to 
health. Thus David did, in the language of the text. And 
yet, his life was exposed to snares and enemies, so that often 
he held his peace, and kept silence even from good, while the 
wicked was before him. His sorrow was frequently stirred; 
his age seemed as nothing; and he judged that every man, in 
the present world, even in his best estate, is altogether vanity. 
“ Surely,” said he, “every man walketh in a vain shew: surely 
they are disquieted in vain: he heapeth up riches, and knoweth 
not who shall gather them.” ‘“ When thou with rebukes,” 
continues he, addressing God, “ dost correct man for iniquity, 
thou makest his beauty to consume away like a moth: surely 
every man is vanity.” 

Why, then, did the sweet Psalmist desire the Lord to spare 
him! Why did he wish to recover strength before he should 
go hence, and be no- more in this world? Why does almost 
every sick person desire the prolongation of his earthly pil- 
grimage? 

Some of the principal reasons why mankind desire recovery 
from sickness, it is my design to state, and consider. 

1. Some sick persons desire restoration to health principally 
from their regard to the pleasures of this world. They have 
never experienced, and never anticipated, any other enjoyment, 
than such as is afforded by the things of the present life. Their 
minds have not been expanded to conceive of any delight, which 
does not spring from earthly connexions, honours, and other 
acquirements. Often have they been admonished not to love 
the world supremely; not to set their affections on things be- 
low the skies; not to expect from riches, power, friends, and 
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amusements, that happiness which they can never yield to an 
immortal spirit; but all in vain: they have determined to make 
their own experience contradict such admonitions as_ these, 
which they impute to religious gloom, to want of worldly wis- 
dom, to some defect of mind, or some unfriendliness of dispo- 
sition. Others may have been rich without being happy; but 
they are confident, that could they recover health, prosecute 
their well formed plans of business and become wealthy, their 
souls would find satisfaction in their possessions. Others may 
have entered into flattering connexions, may have been sur- 
rounded by desirable relatives, may have obtained the most 
enviable distinctions, may have been honoured of men for 
making their way to the head of their profession, and then may 
have pronounced the whole to be disappointment and vexation 
of spirit; but they can never admit to themselves, that they 
should not taste of pure felicity, if they could be thus prosper- 
ous. Hitherto they have not been rendered truly happy, by 
the world; but past disappointment has not discouraged them. 
O could they live, could they have good health, could they eat 
and drink with pleasure, could they go on in business and pros- 
per, the world would certainly make them blessed: if not,— 
they can expect gratification no where. This life is the centre 
of all their hopes, and therefore they cling to it, poor world- 
lings! with the last grasp of their expiring nature. How pitia- 
ble their state! “1f any man love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him;” and they love the world;—yes, they 
love nothing else. No wonder that they wish to recover 
strength, and continue longer here below! but if they should 
live as long as Methuselah, without God in the world, they 
might still be chasing a phantom, which would elude their pur- - 
suit; and must die at last, crying to the world, and the things 
of the world, “ give! give!” 

Let me ask, my dear people, if many of you have not been 
sick, and felt, that should you die, you would lose every thing 
which you love, and from which you expect felicity? Have 
you ever seriously looked beyond the present state of existence 
to the source of your comforts and delights? Aye, if you con- 
tinue in your present frame of soul, and depart this life, loving, 
hoping in, and relying upon, the creature, more than the Crea- 
tor, and preferring a vain, showy, sinful world to the habitation 
of God’s holiness; it would have been well for you, had your 

last sickness hurried you to the grave; yes, and far better for 
you, never to have been born. I fear lest this should be the 
unhappiness of many of you, who have been dear to me as ac- 
quaintance, friends, and the persons of my pastoral charge; and 
I beseech you, therefore, seriously to consider, why zou should 
wish to live any longer. 
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2. Some sick persons wish to recover, principally from a 
conviction that death would launch their souls into a miserable 
eternity. They believe some parts of divine revelation, much 
against their inclinations; for they feel some remorse of that 
conscience which never dies; know that they are condemned by 
the law of God which they habitually violate; and cannot but 
dread the vengeance of that Jehovah who is to the impenitently 
wicked a consuming fire. Formerly they have known some- 
thing of the way of life, theoretically, but not cordially and 
practically: This knowledge they have neglected; and a more 
thorough illumination they have not desired, lest their taste for 
carnal pleasures should be embittered; lest they should be con- 
verted, and spiritually healed, so as to sicken at true piety and 
regale themselves with sin no longer. They have willed to be 
careless, and to blunt the edge of conviction; ard have but too 
well succeeded. Divers lusts and vanities have they served 
with supreme devotion; and their danger have they hidden 
from their eyes, for a season, by the imagined glooms of reli- 
gion, the veil of prejudice, and the cobweb net-works of world- 
ly business. Sickness, however, has compelled them to reflec- 
tion, and aroused conscience from her slumbers. ‘They would, 
but cannot-forget themselves: they would but cannot doubt, 
that there is a hell, for the flames of hell have kindled upon 
them, and they writhe under some of the incipient horrors 
of the second death. The world of wo seems arrayed before 
them in terrible majesty: and their inward thought is, “ if we 
die in our present state, we shall be for ever damned.” They 
wish, therefore, to recover from sickness, as they wish to keep 
out of the bottomless pit. The probability that death is near 
cannot be patiently endured for a moment. In deep distress 
‘from disease, such sick persons toss upon their beds; and when 
they think their bodily anguish hardly supportable, are some- 
times constrained to say, “ how much more intolerable must 
be the pains of hell! . If we cannot endure the misery resulting 
from a disordered frame, ah! how can we endure everlasting 
burnings?” 

Have none of you, my hearers, on a bed of sickness, desired 
to recover from such well founded fears of being everlastingly 
miserable? Have none of you found the threatening disease, 
which preyed upon your body, rendered a thousand fold more 
dreadful, by the consciousness that you are destitute of expe- 
rimental, evangelical religion, and by the certainty, that z¢ shal/ 
be ill with the wicked? Well might you fear, and well might 
you be importunate in your prayers for deliverance from 
death. Had you died in your sins, you would now have been 
lifting up your eyes in torment, to the mansions of the blessed, 
whither you never should have gone. And thanks be to our 
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merciful Redeemer that he spared you, so that you are still in 
the land of the living, and prisoners of hope. 

But what use have you made of this lenity, of this forbear- 

ance in your offended Maker? Have you been wise to make 
preparation for future sickness and death? Have you fulfilled 
one, only one of all the promises which you made on the bor- 
ders of the grave, and in full view of the eternal world? You 
said, that you would be wise, would consider, would repent, 
would be at peace with God, would seek an interest in Jesus 
Christ; and would no more spend your time in mere worldly 
concerns, in vanity and sin; but what does your memory now 
testify? Can you lay your hands on your hearts, and seriously 
affirm, that you have perseveringly and prayerfully sought to 
know the Lord, and to perform the vows made in sickness? I 
am. afraid, that conscience, at last, will be a swift witness 
against many of you on this subject; and that your neglected, 
forgotten, and perhaps despised and derided, fears of endless 
misery, which once made you earnestly pray for recovery from 
sickness, will but prove the aggravation of your interminable 
punishment; for you were not always perfectly stupid; your 
conscience was not always callous ; and you had so much.faith 
as to excite some reasonable apprehensions, before it was for 
ever too late to think of returning to the Lord. Rest assured, 
that if your sicknesses have not been the means of convincing 
and converting you, they have hardened you in iniquity; and 
if your lengthened space for repentance shall not be employed 
in preparation for eternity, it-will accumulate on your souls 
mountains of guilt, to sink you deeper and still deeper in the 
abyss of wo. 

To the sick I would give this advice: never pray that your 
lives may be prolonged, however you may fear hell, unless you 
seriously intend to seek the one thzng needful, and be devoted 
to God; for you had better die, and sink in perdition now, 
than live merely to fill up the measure of your iniquity; and 
thereby render your eternity by many degrees more miserable. 
And you, my unrenewed hearers, ought not to desire the pre- 
servation of your lives for another day, or another hour, unless 
you zntend to become truly religious; and know, every one of 
you, that your future conduct will discover the nature of your 
present determinations. Will you be wise for yourselves ; wise 
to escape perdition; wise to take refuge in the sinner’s hiding 

place? O when, when shall I be able to obtain your corsent to 
be saved, on the terms of the gospel? Will it ever be? Your 
past lives, and the present state of your hearts, would induce 
despair; but, O thou merciful God, in thee, and in thee alone 
is ground of hope. Let these fellow sinners live; and for 
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Christ’s sake make them willing to come unto thy mercy seat, 
in a day of thy sovereign power and grace. 

3. Some sick persons desire to recover principally from their 
doubts whether they are prepared for heaven or not.- They are 
not troubled with horrible apprehensions of future misery ; and 
sometimes fear that they are not true Christians because they 
are not more distressed about the consequences of sin. They 
are conscious that they hate iniquity, and wish to turn from 
every evil way. They really dread sin more than the evils 
which are likely to result to themselves from transgression ; 
yet they are afraid that they do not love God'sincerely, and 
that they do not exercise a living faith on the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Could they be assured of a mansion with the Re-' 
deemer, they would willingly die; for they have not rivetted 
their affections to sublunary objects, and they would not wish 
to live here always. The thought of the possibility of their 
losing heaven is as the sting of scorpions to their souls; and 
until they are assured of their going to be with Jesus they can- 
not quietly think of dying. ‘These persons we apprehend to 
be renewed: they bear the image of Christ; and their state in 
the sight of God is a safe one; but they know it not; and there- 
fore cannot derive consolation from the divine testimony, that 
there is, therefore, now, no condemnation to them who are in 
Christ Jesus. 

The bed of sickness is not so distressing to these persons, as 
it is to open despisers, mockers, and abandoned persons, who 
fear hell without any hope of a holy heaven; nor is it like the 
one under which the everlasting arms are placed, and from 
which the happy spirit is ready to depart, that it may be with 
Christ. My dear friends, come not down to the bed of sick- 
ness and of death, I entreat you, without knowing in whom and 
what you believe. You will have need in the trying hour, in 
which you seem to hang over the grave and the. eternal world 
_by a slender thread, of all the strong consolation which estab- 
lishment and assurance in the faith of the gospel can afford. 
You will require unshaken confidence in the righteousness of 
the Lord Jesus, and firm union of soul to him, to enable you to 
relinquish all earthly connexions, employments, and enjoy- 
ments, and venture through the dark chambers of death, into 
what will then be to you an untried state of existence. Others, 
it is true, have gone before you, while others are following; 
but you must go alone. No voice will then salute your ears 
with satisfaction, unless it be the voice of your Saviour, saying, 
“Fear not: I am with thee: I will never leave thee, nor for- 
sake thee.” 

If you would like the good old Simeon, say, “ Lord, now 
lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word, g 
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you must have previously seen the salvation of God; and been 
assured that you have hung all your hopes upon the cross. 
Surely, the voice of wisdom admonishes you, not only to be- 
lieve, but to make your calling and election sure, or certain, to 
yourselves. Surely, it must be desirable to be armed with gos- 
pel panoply, before we are called to engage in the last conflict. 
Will you, then, set yourselves to a prayerful self-examination, 
and to a comparison of your thoughts, feelings, purposes, words 
and actions, with those which the scriptures attribute to the 
saints as their peculiar characteristics? Will you strive to 
know, whether Christ in reality is formed in you, the hope of 
glory; or whether you are still reprobates? Some of you, me- 
thinks, will consent, not because your pastor entreats, but be- 
cause God ‘commands, and your own everlasting welfare urges 
such an attention to your highest interests. If I should be 
spared to visit you on your death-beds, I hope to hear you whis- 
per, “ I know in whom [I have believed: I have kept the faith: 
I am ready to depart; for, henceforth, there is laid up for me 


a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge 


will give to me in that day.” 

4, Other sick persons are so much affrighted at unreasonable 
and horrible conceptions of death itself, that they desire on this 
account principally to recover strength. ‘They have imbibed a 
notion in childhood or youth, that the pains of dying are al- 
ways excruciating; and without much considering: the reason 
why they should be struck with horror at the approach of death, 
they dread not hell itself so much as dying. Hence I have 
known some, who, without any preparation for escaping hell 
and entering heaven, seemed to think, that if the agonies of 
death were past, all would be well. 

Such views of dissolution are commonly originated by the 
weakness or wickedness of parents, who instil it into the minds 
of their offspring, that nothing is so dreadful as the pangs of a 
dying hour. Of-course, when a sickness is evidently mortal, 
these unwise, and cruel parents cautiously conceal the truth from 
their dying children, by imposing silence on all their: pious 
friends, and by excluding the clergyman, under the strict in- 
junction of the physician, that his patient shall not see com- 
pany. In some such instances, the pcor withering morfil is 
kept free from the apprehensions of the dreaded monster death, 
until he gasps, and starts to find his soul beyond the bounds of 
time, launched into an immeasurable eternity : but generally all 
the care of unadvised friends to conceal the truth from the 
dying cannot prevent them from suspecting, and anxiously fear- 
ing the worst. Yet they are afraid to hear the name of death pro- 
nounced, not from any rational apprehension of its awful conse- 
quences to the ungodly ; but from some undefined .notions of 
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the terribleness of death itself, and from a dread of the bodily 
anguish which they judge to be inseparable from it. 

How foolish, how pernicious are such fears! Death is really 
nothing more’ than the name which describes the separation which 
takes place between the soul and body in that moment in which 


.our blood finally ceases to circulate; and, generally, dying per- 


sons have endured more pain frequently in their lives, than 
will be experienced by them in the hour of dissolution, Death 
rarely occurs from any disease, until the violence of painful 
sensations from that disease is over: so that the pain of dying 
is commonly far less than what we feel in many hours of sick- 
ness antecedent to it. Why then should death in itself excite 
such terrible emotions in any rational mind? Why should any 
wish to live longer in this world, principally from a dread of 
the imagined horrors of the last hour? O fear not death, de- 
luded sinners, but fear the consequences of death to all unre- 
newed persons. Yes, fear Him, who after death, is able to 
destroy both soul and body in hell; and desire to live, that you 
may be reconciled to Him. 

5. Some sick persons desire to be spared, and recover 
strength, that they may do good to their fellow men, serve the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and glorify God. Their hearts are not 
devoted to worldly pleasures; they do not fear death itself, 
nor its consequences to them, for they have comfortable evi- 
dence of regeneration by the Spirit, and justification before 
God. They know in whom they have believed; and by an 
eye of faith can discover mansions in heaven, prepared for 
them by their exalted Redeemer. For these persons to live is 
Christ ; and they are well persuaded that to die would be gain: 
yet, if it is consistent with the divine will, they earnestly de- 
sire a prolongation of their time on earth. To continue here, 
they are sensible, will subject them to self-denial, toil, trials, 
and many of the miseries of the body of death, which hangs 
crucified, and dying, but not dead, around. their own souls. 
But they have been enabled to taste some of the delights of 
doing good to their fellow men, in imitation of Christ’s exam- 
ple; they love the service of their divine Master ; and they 
are willing to be absent longer from home, if they may glorify 
Him, who hath called them out of nature’s darkness into his 
marvellous light. 

The inspired Psalmist was a person of this description, and 
when an old man he could say, “I will go in the strength of 
the Lord God; I will make mention of thy righteousness, even 
of thine only. O God, thou hast taught me from my youth; 
and hitherto have I declared thy wondrous works. Now also, 
when I am old, and greyheaded, O God, forsake me not; until 
I have showed thy STRENGTH unto this generation, and thy 
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power to every one that is to come.” Even when old, he de- 
sired to live longer, that by the composition of inspired songs, 
and in other ways he might exhibit the Saviour to his fellow 
sinners, as the STRENGTH of God in the great work of salva- 
tion. He longed to be the happy instrument, by his pious pub- 
lications, of instructing future generations ; and his wish was 
granted in relation to millions who have arisen after him i in the 
church of God. 

We may contemplate a more illustrious example in our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who was desirous (even when constrained to pray 
for the removal of the cup of divine wrath, if salvation were 


possible to sinners without his drinking it,) of continuing in™ 


his humiliation on earth until he should have accomplished his 
Father’s will in the glorious work of redemption. A return to 
the glory which the Son had with the Father in heaven, before 
the world was, must have been in itself unspeakably desirable 
to our Lord; but he came to our world as the Servant of the 
Godhead, and he was devoted to his service. Willingly he de- 
nied himself, and endured until he had accomplished the work 
which the Father gave him to do; yes, though in fulfilling his 
covenant obligations his soul was “ exceedingly sorrowful, even 
unto death.” 

Those Christians who think and feel aright would follow their 
Saviour; but alas! it is with unequal steps, and at a humble 
distance. ‘They would regain their health and strength, might 
it please their Lord, because they esteem all their past services 
as few and feeble, and would most gladly spend and be spent in 
winning souls for Christ, and in building up his spiritual king- 
dom. Many of their relatives, friends, and acquaintance, it 
may be, are in a deplorably stupid and sinful state of soul; and 
they would live to pray for them; to warn them; to exert a 
favourable influence over them; and, if possible, to urge them 
into the fold of the Great Shepherd. Well assured are they, 
that God has no need of them, or of their working together 
with himself; but still they hope that their endeavours may be 
graciously owned and blessed. for the conversion and salvation 
of sinners. 

In many instances the amiable natural feelings of the pious 
person co-operate with his holy affections, to make life seem de- 
sirable to him, even to old age, that the wandering soul of a 
partner, a child, a brother, a sister, a friend, may, peradventure, 
-be reclaimed and finally fitted for heaven. Hard indeed must 
be the trial of dying to a believer of a susceptible heart, whose 
near connexions are ungodly, and will have none to care for 
their souls when he is gone; and although it is a trial to which 
grace can make one submit without repining; yet it is natural 


and lawful, and christian, to pray that we may. not be called to 
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endure it; and that before our examples, warnings, instructions, 
and entreaties are forever excluded, we may see their desired 
effect on the minds of our dearest earthly associates. 

Next to the pious concern which is felt for our kindred ac- 
cording to the flesh, that is probably the most powerful which 
is experienced by a faithful minister of the gospel, for the peo- 
ple of his charge, when he contemplates himself as being about 
to cease from his labours. ‘The salvation of every one of his 
flock is a concern which occupies one of the inmost recesses of 
his soul. He may have prayed frequently and fervently for the 
persons over whom the Holy Ghost has made him a bishop, 
but he wishes to continue in supplications for them, until he 
can witness the answer of his prayers. He may have frequently 
addressed them in the character of an ambassador from the Al- 
mighty to guilty dying mortals; but he would arise from his 
couch of sickness and crawl to the pulpit, if strength was de- 
nied him to walk thither, might he but once more beseech his 
hearers to consider the truth, assent to it, be wise while it is 
called to-day, and flee from the wrath to come. 

Heedless as most of his hearers may have been of his past 
counsels and entreaties, he fondly hopes, that could he continue 
to preach Jesus Christ crucified to them, they would repent. 
The good pastor on his bed of sickness, intends, if he is spared, 
to be more watchful for souls; more faithful, plain, and pun- 
gent, if possible, in his ministrations, than he has ever been ; 
and to be more importunate at the throne of grace for the influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit to render his preaching effectual. 

Such pastors there are, and so important and excellent does 
the work of reconciliation appear to them, that were they per- 
fectly assured of the highest seat in heaven, next to that of Im- 
manuel, they would be glad to live to old age, and labour 
ainong their fellow sinners, that they might be turned to God. 

How ought you then, my hearers, to esteem the gospel and 
the privilege of heating and promoting it? How ought you to 
realize, that there is nothing which should render life desira- 
ble, but the service of Christ, the satisfaction resulting from 
doing good, and the glorification and enjoyment of God? 

Let me assure you, that if you have been sick, and have not 
desired restoration to health principally for these reasons, you 
have good ground for questioning the sincerity of your pro- 
fessed piety. You ought to fear that you are still supremely 
selfish, worldly and carnal in your views and feelings. To de- 
sire life that you may get good, is lawful; but no one who is 
born of God liveth unto himself; no true Christian desires to 
live, chiefly for his own peculiar gratification. We must be 
truly benevolent, we must love the cause of God, we must be 
willing to deny ourselyes that we may do good to others, we 
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must have the same mind that was in Christ Jesus, or we are 
not his disciples. Wo to them that are at ease in Zion: wo to 
them that are unprofitable servants: wo to them that’ stand all 
day idle, and will not enter into the Lord’s vineyard with a 
disposition to labour. 

Many of you, my hearers, as well as your pastor, have been 
spared in seasons of sickness, and have been brought back from 
the borders of the grave to the land of the living. But to what 
end? What good purpose will it answer? What are our de- 
sires and purposes, concerning the remnant of our days? It 
becomes us seriously to answer these questions; and to take 
heed, that the lengthening out of our tranquillity on earth do 
not render our death more grievous when it comes, and our 
eternity inexpressibly more miserable. We have more time to 
employ, either in the service of God or the devil; and more 
privileges for which we must give account in the last day. We 
may at least strive to do good if we will; and if our honest ef- 
forts should not be crowned with success, a merciful God will 
graciously accept the will for the deed. * 

But it is to be feared, that too many who have been made to 
look into the grave, and think it was preparing for them, have 
very soon forgotten all its solemn lessons ; have hardened their 
hearts, and are now mere men of the world, mere men of busi- 
ness, or the gay daughters of fashion and folly. The winter which 
scowled on their pale faces in sickness has given place to the 
roses of spring once more, and they vainly imagine, that they 
shall always hear the cheerful singing of birds, and mingle in 
the dances of May. 

Gay, worldly, busy, inconsiderate mortals! Sickness will re- 
turn again: death will follow it: and dying with their present 
cold, rocky hearts, they will never feel the genial warmth of 
heavenly love; and no stream of pure and holy affection will 
spring up in their bosoms, to flow through eternity. Others 
have in their souls the fountain of living waters ; but they shall 
remain barren of all good, and incapable of happiness. And 
this thought does not distress them! They know that they are 
destitute of the saving knowledge, fear, and love of God, but 
do not tremble at the prospect of dying as they have lived! 
What shall I say to them? What can I say? The night of 
death is coming, and they must lie down in endless sorrow. 
The judgment approaches, and they, are condemned already. 
The final sentence is about to be uttered, and they will hear the 
neglected and insulted Redeemer command them to depart ac- 
cursed into everlasting punishment. The gates of heaven are 
soon to be unfolded, that all the ransomed may enter in; but 
they will be excluded. Hell is moved for them, to meet them 


at their coming; and they shall go down quick into it. There 
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the worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. And when 
the smoke of their torment shall ascend for ever and ever, the 
righteous will sing, “holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Al- 
mighty ; to him vengeance belongeth; and just is he in all his 
judgments.” © E. S. Exy. 


ER 
FOR THE PRESBYTERIAN MAGAZINE. 


ON THE IMPORTANCE OF SOUND LEARNING IN THE GOSPEL 
MINISTRY. 


The work of the ministry is, unquestionably, of vast impor- 
tance and difficulty. It imposes on him who undertakes ita 
high degree of responsibility, for he is called to watch for souls 
as one who must give account. The glory of God, the pros- 
perity of religion, and the everlasting interests of the souls of 
men, are closely connected with the able and faithful discharge 
of this office. It cannot then be supposed that the entrance on 
this work, the unskilful and unfaithful management of which is 
sure to do much prejudice to the cause of religion, has been 
left unguarded, and that every one who may fancy he has a 
call has a right to thrust himself into it? Far different from this 
is the language of the word of God. ‘ How can they preach 
except they be sent!” is the solemn question proposed by the 
apostle. Suitable qualifications are insisted on as absolutely 
necessary to the proper discharge of the work. ‘The apostle, 
addressing Timothy on this subject, uses the following pointed 
language: “ The things that thou hast heard of me, among many 
witnesses, the same commit thou to fazthful men who shall be 
able to teach others also,” 2 Tim. il. 2. When the Lord has 
work for a man to do he always qualifies him for that work. 

A remarkable difference is observable in the sentiments enter- 
tained in the present times, and those entertained in the primi- 
tive ages of Christianity, of the importance of the ministerial 
office and the qualifications necessary for it. Now it is consi- 
dered by many that, provided a man has piety and zeal, how- 
ever illiterate he may be, he is qualified for undertaking this 
work; and many judge previous preparation and study almost 
unnecessary: nay, some even pretend that.it has a tendency to 
abate zeal and deaden devotion, and are therefore for hurrying 
persons into the ministry with little or no preparation. 

But so high was the opinion which was entertained of the 
responsibility and importance of the ministerial office, by some 
of the most eminent fathers of the primitive church, that they 
shrunk back from it with dread; they judged themselves un- 
worthy of so high a trust and were with the utmost difficulty 
prevailed on to accept it. Chrysostom calls it “a burthen from 
which angelic strength might shrink.” Nay, we have higher 
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authority than these. What was the language of the great 
apostle of the Gentiles on this subject? Did Paul consider the 
work of the ministry an easy work—a work that required but 
small qualifications? Under a sense of the dread responsibility 
attached to it, he cried out “who is sufficient for these things?” 

But what are the qualifications which are necessary to make 
an able and faithful minister of the word of God. 

We observe in general that these qualifications may be di- 
vided into two classes. 

I. Those which are received from God only. 

II. ‘Those which under God may be attained by human in- 
dustry and application. 

I. As pastors and teachers are the gift of the Lord Jesus to 
his church, so he qualifies for their work those whom he gives. 
“To every one of us,” says the apostle, “is given grace ac- 
cording to the measure of the gift of Christ,” Eph. iv. 7. Hence 
the apostle charges Timothy to commit the things that he had 
heard of him to faithful men, that is, to men of true piety. 
This is the first, and this too is the most important qualification. 

Genuine piety is not only absolutely necessary for the salva- 
tion of a minister as well as any other man, but it is also neces- 
sary in order to his being a blessing to the church. It is true 
that God may, and he sometimes does, bless the labours of un- 
regenerate men, and make them the instruments of converting 
others; but sack men have a withering influence; the spirit of 
piety decays before them, and mournful spiritual desolation 
follows. 

II. But without dwelling further on this head, we observe, 
that there is a’second class of qualifications which under God may 
be obtained by human industry and application. Such as arise 
from a diligent improvement of the faculties of the mind, and 
the cultivation of suitable tempers and habits. 

But without entering largely on the discussion of each parti- 
cular included in this general remark, we shall devote the re- 
sidue of this essay to the consideration of the importance of 
sound learning to the gospel ministry; not merely to the re- 
spectability, but to the usefulness of the ministry. 

Though the Lord Jesus gives pastors to his church and quali- 
fies them by his grace, yet this does not supersede the necessity 
of their labouring to the utmost to improve themselves. God 
has so ordered that nothing good or great is ever attained with- 
out labour. The apostle charges Timothy, “till I come give 
attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine; neglect not 
the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with 
the laying on of the hands of the presbytery: meditate upon 
these things; give thyself wholly to them, that thy profiting may 
appear to all.” 1 Tim. iv. 13—15. We consider this as deci- 
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sive, and shall offer nothing further to establish the point. 
Reading and meditation are particularly enjoined. 

We are aware that prejudices against a learned ministry ex- 
ist in the minds of some truly pious persons, whom we sincerely 
esteem, and truth compels us to declare, that a lamentable apa- 
thy on this subject, exists too generally in the minds of Chris- 
tians. 

But where should we desire or expect to find learning if not 
in the ministry? Do men choose ignorant lawyers to manage 
their suits at law, or ignorant physicians to heal the diseases of 
their body? Why then entrust the care of our souls, the affairs 
of eternity, to ignorant spiritual guides? What work is there 
that requires superior wisdom and superior knowledge? To 
ministers it belongs to dispense the mysteries of the kingdom 
of God, mysteries which excite the admiration of angels, and 
which even angelic intellect cannot comprehend. To ministers 
it belongs to instruct the ignorant; to guide the wanderer ; to 
reclaim the backslider, to comfort the mourner; to direct the 
inquirer; to warn the sinner, and to encourage the believer. 

To ministers it belongs rightly to divide the word of truth ; 
to solve doubts; answer objections, clear up obscurities, esta- 
blish doctrines, explain prophecies, enforce precepts; in fine, to 
give to every one his portion in due season. They are set for 
the defence of the truth, and to them it belongs to repel the at- 
tacks of its adversaries. What need then was there for that 
strong and pointed admonition of the apostle to Timothy, “ the 
things that thou ‘hast heard of me, among many witnesses, the 
same commit thou”—not only “to faithful men,” but to those 
“‘who shall be able to teach others also.” Great stress is laid 
on this ability to teach others. Hence, the apostle at one time 
declares, that a preacher of the word should be apt to teach ; at 
another that he should be able rightly to divide the word of 
truth ; to withstand, and by sound doctrine to convince gain- 
sayers. It is not merely a dictate of sound reason, it is a maxim 
enforced by the high authority of heaven, that “ the priests’ lips 
should keep knowledge.” 

_ Still, however, some will object that confining youth ‘to the 

drudgery of a college life, compelling them to go through the 
routine of classical studies, and human science, has a tendency 
to abate their ardour, and to quench the spirit of devotedness to 
the service of God, which, otherwise, they would feel. For 
this reason some are for hurrying young men with small attain- 
ments in literature into the work of the ministry, and others re- 
fuse altogether to contribute any thing towards supporting them 
while they are obtaining an education. 

Many remarks might be made on this objection. It might 
be said, that all kinds of zeal are not pleasing in the sight of 
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God; that covetousness and love of money 1s often hidden un- 
der objections that would seem to flow from regard to the glory 
of God. But, waving every thing of this kind, we solicit your 
serious and candid attention to the following remarks in favour 
of a learned as well as pious ministry. 

I. God has been pleased to build up his church generally by 
the instrumentality of able and learned as well as pious men.’ 

Against this observation we know that it will be immediately 
objected, that the apostles of our Lord were illiterate fishermen, 
and yet they were chosen and blessed of God to build up his 
church. Hence, it is inferred, that illiterate men now, if pious, 
may be just as well qualified for the work of the ministry, and per- 
haps more useful in it than learned men. It is readily granted, 
once for all, that illiterate men, that is, men who have not gone 
through a regular course of college studies, have in many in- 
stances been very useful. But though they were i/iterate men 
they were not zgnorant men. Most of them regretted that they 
had not had the opportunity of obtaining science, and there 1s 
reason to believe that useful as they were, they would have been 
much more useful had they possessed it. 

In reply, however, to this objection, it might perhaps be suffi- 
cient to observe, that the circumstances of the apostles were es- 
sentially different from the circumstances in which any man can 
now be placed; that their case was an extraordinary case; and 
that, therefore, it should not be pleaded as in point. 

But we shall not dismiss this part of our subject thus. We 
maintain that the case of the apostles proves directly the oppo- 
site of what is contended for in the objection. We appeal to 
it as a proof decisively in favour of the principle which we have 
laid down, that God generally uses an enlightened and able 
ministry to build up his church. 

The apostles were illiterate fishermen when the Lord Jesus 
first called them. But were they such when he sent them to 
preach the gospel? It is from not distinguishing between what 
they were when Christ first called them, and what they were 
when he sent them to preach his gospel, that this objection is 
urged with such frequency and confidence. A clown may by 
education be changed into a polished and enlightened states- 
man. ‘Though previous to their calling by Christ the apostles 
were illiterate fishermen, yet from the time of his calling them, 
if you will allow the expression, their education for the gospel 
ministry commenced. ‘They entered the school of Christ; for 
upwards of three years they were his companions; they heard 
his public preaching; received his private instructions; ob- 
served his example, and conversed familiarly with him. Stupid 
indeed must they have been not to have profited by this; not 
to have acquired much knowledge and wisdom from the in- 
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structions of the great: prophet sent from God; from his in- 
structions who spake as man never spake. 

But this is the least part of our answer. That our Lord did 
not intend that the ministry of the gospel should be committed 
to ignorant and insufficient men, is evident from the charge 
which he gave to his apostles just before his ascension. And 


-what was this charge? Did he tell them go just as you are and 


preach the gospel? No. They must be qualified for this work 
before they go. He commanded them to tarry at Jerusalem 
till they should receive the spirit, and be “ endued with power 
from on high.” Luke xxiv. 49. Acts i. 4—8. 

It was not sufficient that they .had been his companions, and 
received his instructions for three vears, they must be fur- 
nished with gifts and graces for their work immediately from 
heaven. 

What, then, were the qualifications for the work of the min- 
istry which the apostles possessed? “ They were all filled with 
the Holy Ghost.” God himself inspired them, and by his en- 
serene ae influences on their souls led them into all truth. He 
gave them superior degrees of holiness and knowledge, and ap- 
pointed them to be the inspired teachers of his church. What 
now costs years of laborious study, the speaking of other tongues, 
they had given them at once. * God also bare them witness both 
with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles and gifts of 
the Holy Ghost according to his own will.” Heb. ii.4. They 
wrought miracles to attest the truth of their message; they 
healed diseases ; they cast out devils; they raised the dead. 

And are these the men who are pleaded in favour of an il- 
literate ministry? How perfectly ridiculous is this. Never 
since their days has there been such a ministry in the church ; 
a ministry so able, so enlightened, so zealous, and so powerful. 
What! degrade the apostles of our Lord to a level—not simply 
with the most able divines of the present day—but with those 
who are the least able?) What! degrade men who had been 
the companions of Christ? men divinely inspired; men filled 
with the Holy Ghost; men possessed of superior knowledge 
and superior holiness ; men having the gift of tongues and the 
power of working miracles—of working mighty signs and won- 
ders—degrade these men by comparing them with any that have 
ever lived since their days? They stand alone. They occupy 
a lofty eminence ; objects of admiration, and illustrious patterns 
to all succeeding ministers of Jesus. Where is the minister of 
the cross who does not shrink from a comparison with these 
distinguished servants of Christ. 

If from the apostles we proceed to consider the primitive 
Christian fathers, we shall find enrolled among them some of 
the most celebrated names of antiquity for profound erudition. 
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They were men who defended Christianity by their writings, 
who built up the church by their preaching, who recommended 
the gospel by the holiness of their lives, and some of whom, as 
martyrs, sealed their testimony with their blood. 

After these venerable fathers had ceased from their labours, 
the church became wofully corrupt. But let it be recollected 
that those days are called, emphatically, the dark ages of the 
world and of the church. 

Together with the revival of learning was the revival of reli- 
gion. The Reformers were eminent for their literary attain- 
ments. ‘They were the most learned men of the day. They 
were the great revivers and promoters of learning, and their 
learning gave them a decided superiority over their enemies. 

And who are the men that under God were honoured to be 
the fathers of the American churches? Not to mention those 
eminent men who built up the churches in New England; who 
were the founders of the Presbyterian church in our land? To 
be admired, they need only to be named. Burr, and Dickin- 
son, and Edwards, and Davies, and Bostwick, and Blair, and 
the "Tenants, and Finley, and Witherspoon, were ornaments 
and blessings to our country. 

When we look abroad and contemplate the character of the 
Missionaries, who have been and are now employed in the con- 
version of the heathen, we find this to be the fact, that those who 
have been the most distinguished for their success, are precisely 
the men who are most distinguished for their learning and 
piety. Elliot, and Brainerd, Schwarts, and Vanderkemp, were 
far from being illiterate. Did not Martyn’s learning, under the 
blessing of heaven, greatly contribute to his success and useful- 
ness among the Persians? Could Carey, or Marshman, without 
an acquaintance with the original languages of scripture, have 
given them to the Hindoos, or Morrison and Milne to the Chi- 
nese? And, had it not been for the labours of eminently learned 
and pious men, would not we, ourselves, to this very hour have 
been destitute of the word of God; to us it would have been a 
sealed book. But, 

II. It is an interesting fact that for ages past schools have 
been established for the instruction of those who were designed 
to minister in holy things. This is our second argument. | 

1. Among the ancient Israelites there were the schools of the 
prophets, in which young men were piousty educated, to pre- 
pare them for being instructers of the people. These schools 
‘appear to have been established in the time of the prophet 
Samuel, and he is by some considered as the founder of them. 
Fleury, in his History of the Ancient Israelites, says, “there 
was a great number of these prophets from Samuel’s time, but 
more especially from the days of Elijah and Elisha, to the Ba- 
Vot. II.—Presb. Mag. 2L 
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bylonish captivity. These holy men, after the patriarchs, pre- 
served the purest tradition of the true religion. Their employ- 
ment was meditating upon the law of God, praying to him often, 
day and night, both for themselves and others, and inuring 
themselves to the practice of every virtue. They instructed 
their disciples, explained to them the spirit and meaning of the 
law, and opened to them the sublime mysteries relating to the 
state of the church, either upon earth or in heaven, after the 
Messiah should come, that were hidden under allegories of 
things sensible and seemingly mean. They instructed the peo- 
ple too who came to hear them upon Sabbath and other feast 
days.” 

It is the opinion of learned men, “ that it was God’s ordinary 
method to call those persons out of these schools, whom he em- 
ployed in the discharge of the prophetical office.”—Stilling- 
fieet’s Origines Sacre, p. 97. book 11. ch. 4. § 5. 

2. Among the primitive Christians too, academies were 
erected in several large cities, designed especially for the edu- 
cation of those whose attention was turned to the work of the 
ministry. In these schools they were instructed in the differ- 
ent branches both of sacred and profane literature. Mosheim 
is of opinion, that these establishments should be attributed to 
the apostles themselves, and to their injunctions to their disci- 
ples. He also asserts, that the apostle John erected a school of 
this kind at Ephesus, and Polycarp one at Smyrna.—Ecc. Hist. 
vol. i. cent. 1. part ii. chap. iil. § 7. p. 116. 

One of the most famous schools of antiquity was that at Al- 
exandria, which is generally supposed to have been established 
by St. Mark, and which produced some of the most distin- 
guished preachers and teachers of primitive times. 

3. At the time of the reformation vast pains were taken by 
the reformers to instruct pious young men, previously to their 
entering on the work of the ministry. 

Wickliff, who has been called the morning star of the refor- 
mation, and who is declared to have possessed a lofty genius 
and extraordinary learning, was a celebrated professor of divinity 
in the university of Oxford. 

John Huss, the celebrated Bohemian reformer, who was burnt 
by the council of Constance, and who was distinguished by his 
uncommon erudition and eloquence, was a professor of divinity 
in the university of Prague. 

Luther and Melancthon were both of them famous professors 
in the university of Wittemberg, and Calvin and Beza at Ge- 
neva, and crowds of pious youth who were afterwards emi- 
nently distinguished as preachers of the gospel; men of emi- 
nent piety, of eminent zeal, of eminent devotedness to the work 
of the ministry, who were blessed to the conversion of multi- 
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tudes of souls, and many of whom suffered martyrdom for the 
cause of Christ. Crowds of such pious youth attended their 
lectures. One of the first objects of the reformers in England 
was to get able professors of divinity in their universities, that 
the young ministers might receive suitable educations, and thus 
be able to repel the attacks of the enemies of the reformation. 
It was from their universities that their most eminent preach- 
ers came; and some of the most distinguished of their martyrs, 
who, in the days of the bloody Mary, sealed their testimony 
with their blood, had sat as scholars at the feet of Bucer and of 
Martyr. ; 

_ 4, Ever since the days of the reformation the most eminent 
servants of Christ have considered it of the utmost importance 
to perpetuate a learned ministry. Without mentioning the il- 
lustrious and venerable divines of Europe, who have been dis- 
tinguished not only for their own personal piety and learning, 
but who also were blessed under God to be illustrious instru- 
ments of promoting the interests of true piety and science; we 
would call your attention to the pious ministers who first set- 
tled our own country; yet their piety and devotedness cannot be 
questioned; so deeply sensible were they of the importance and 
usefulness to the church of a learned ministry, that they used 
their utmost efforts to obtain and perpetuate such a ministry. 
It is to their piety and liberality, that we are indebted for most 
of our colleges, especially for those which hold the highest rank. 
Holy men of God, in their zeal for his glory and the prosperity 
of his church in our land, established these institutions with a 
special view to the education of pious young men for the gos- 
pel ministry: and they continue among us venerable monu- 
ments of their wisdom, their piety, their liberality, and their 
devotedness to the cause of Christ. 

Surely these two facts, that God has been pleased generally 
to use and greatly to bless a learned ministry, and that men the 
most eminent for piety and usefulness, have always been anx- 
ious to secure such a ministry in the church, speak loudly in 
favour of sound learning in the gospel ministry. 

III. The great business of a minister of the gospel is to ex- 
pound sacred scripture. The original scriptures are written in 
languages which have long ago ceased to be spoken. Will 
any one say, that it is unimportant whether a professed ex- 
pounder of the divine word is or is not acquainted with this 
word in its original language? Again, the scriptures contain a se- 


_ ries of prophecies relating to the most important events; com- 


mencing from the creation and reaching to the end of the world. 
An accurate acquaintance with history is necessary to trace the 
fulfilment of these prophecies. Besides they have a peculiar 
symbolical language of their own, and are perfectly unintelligi- 
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ble to those who are unacquainted with their language, and the 
laws for interpreting them. There are, moreover, in scripture, 
a vast number of allusions to the customs, the governments, the 
amusements, and the productions of eastern countries. To un- 
derstand all these requires a vast range of learning; nor can 
any man who does not possess at least a respectable portion of 
it, be justly esteemed an able minister of the New Testament 
who can rightly divide the word of truth. ‘ 

IV. But the peculiar circumstances in which the church is 
now placed, render it highly important that we should have a 
learned ministry. The church has heretofore been assailed by 
brutal force; and imprisonment, and fines, and death, have 
been the chosen means of its adversaries to oppose it. Such 
times have perhaps passed away for ever. At the present day 
the church is surrounded with enemies who are subtle, bitter, 
and learned; and the way by which they assail our faith is by 
pretensions to superior rationality and learning. Learning, 
like every thing that is good, may be abused; money in the 
hands of a pious man affords him the means of being greatly 
useful, and in the hands of a wicked man of doing much mis- 
chief: so learning, according to the use which is made of it, is 
either a powerful instrument for the promotion of true religion, 
or against it. Sensible of this, the enemies of Christianity have 
occupied almost every branch of polite literature, and used it 
to the disadvantage of the church. Indeed those particular 
branches of science which are most extensively diffused and 
cultivated, and which, therefore, most directly influence the 
public mind, seem to be receiving a cast decidedly infidel. In- 
fidel histories, infidel poetry, and infidel systems of philosophy, 
together with infidel novels, are widely spread, and multitudes 
have drunk in the poison. Thousands, and of these thousands 
multitudes of youth, have by these infidel writings been seduced 
and ruined for ever. : 

And what is still more dreadful, many of these infidels, who 
bitterly hate all the peculiar doctrines of Christianity—for I con- 
sider infidels and Socinians as the same—have assumed the name, 
the garb, and the functions of the ministry of the gospel. They 
make vast pretensions to learning, to candour, to liberality, to 
free inquiry, and even to superior benevolence and piety. They 
talk of biblical criticism, and researches into antiquity, and false 
translations of the scripture, and various readings, and the col- 
lation of manuscripts, and interpolations and emendations, and 
by their effrontery and confidence, would stun and confound the 
opponent who is not versed in their wiles, and furnished with 
sufficient learning to meet them. These men are endeavouring 
to direct and to give a tone to the current literature of the day. 
In fact, Christianity is at this moment undergoing among us a 
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fierce and tremendous trial. Jesus Christ appears now to have 
his fan in his hand, and to be winnowing his church, and trying 
who among those who profess to be Christians are the friends, 
and who are the enemies of his gospel. But who are to meet 
such enemies of our faith? Evidently they must be combated 
with their own weapons; men sufficiently learned, who are able 
to detect all their artifices, to unravel their sophisms, and to 
overwhelm them bya clear demonstration of the truth, must be 
opposed to them ; and it is truly mortifying to reflect, how few 
such men there are in our churches. True learning i is always 
favourable to Christianity ; it is the abuse of learning that is un- 
favourable to it. Ministers are set for the defence of the gos- 
pel; they must be able to defend the truth, to answer the ob- 


jections and cavils of infidels, and to expose and to refute 


heresy ; and the state of the church at the present time, loudly 
demands an able and learned ministry. 

V. But if an able and faithful ministry is thus to be desired, 
what is our duty in relation to this subject ? Unquestionably to 
take immediate measures to secure and increase such a ministry. 
This Jesus Christ expects of us as a proof of our love to him 
and his cause. 

We are aware that it will be objected, that the liberality of 
the Christian public has been abused, that it has been thrown 
away on insufficient men, who were destitute of those talents 
which are necessary for the work of the ministry. This objec- 
tion is perhaps in part true. But admitting that in some in- 
stances Christian liberality may have been misapplied, is the 
real good that has been done to be overlooked and forgotten? 
How many illustrious men, who have been some of the bright- 
est ornaments of the Christian ministry, and the greatest bless- 
ings to the church, have received that education which quali- 
fied them for their career of usefulness from the benefactions 
of their Christian friends. It was thus that Doddridge, and 
Davies, and Buchanan, and a multitude of such men, were in- 
troduced into the Christian ministry. Two considerations, how- 
ever, are sufficient to silence every objection, and to excite us 
to the most earnest zeal on this subject. 

1. Many pious young men of distinguished talents, but 
scanty means, are now buried, and their services perhaps lost 
for ever to the church, because the hand of Christian liberalit 
is not reached out to assist them. Young men of wealth, of 
enterprise, and of ambition, are allured by prospects of world] 


‘gains and honour to more lucrative professions ; and, until the 


possess that spirit of piety, of devotion, and of zeal, without 
which no ministry can be exemplary or useful, we most earn- 
estly desire it may be thus. The Lord preserve in mercy his 
church from an unconverted ministry, however learned or dis- 
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tinguished in other respects it may be. But, we repeat the fact, 
young men of distinguished piety and talents, are now buried, 
and their talents lost to the church for want of support in ac- 
quiring an education. ‘They offer their services to the church; 
they apply to us for support, and we are compelled to tell them, 
we have no funds to assist you. 

2. The present number of ministers is by no means sufficient 
to supply the wants of the church; several hundred congrega- 


tions are without pastors, and large tracts of country are wholly. 


destitute of the preaching of the word, and we have not minis- 
ters to send to them. 

Year after year the General Assembly of our church have 
repeated this lamentable fact, and called upon our churches to 
awaken to a sense of the importance of the subject. 

We have lately been told, in a solemn address to the churches 
on this subject, that “ our church now wants at least a thousand 
gospel ministers beyond the number which she can possibly 
command ;” that in the course of twenty years, probably dou- 
ble that number will be wanted; and that, ‘if ministers of the 
gospel shall be annually furnished for a century to come, only 
in the ratio of the present supply, there will, at the end of the 
century, be in this country a population greater than the pre- 
sent population \ of Europe entirely destitute of competent reli- 
gious teachers.”’ 

In fact, our churches seem to be asleep on this subject. It 


1s truly astonishing that wealthy Christians have not done more 


to aid this cause with their wealth; and the members of our 
church at large, are surely bound to contribute their assistance. 
The small pittance of one or two dollars, annually appropriated 
by the members of our church, generally, to this important 
object, would be sufficient to answer all our wants, and yet this 
pittance is withheld. 

The following remarks of the great Dr. Owen, deserve to be 
seriously pondered: ‘* We are bound to serve God with all 
that is ours, and with the first fruits of our substance in every 
kind. Somewhat of whatever God hath given unto us, is to 
be set apart from our own use, and given up absolutely to him 
as a homage due unto him, and a necessary acknowledgment 
of him. To deny this, 1s, to contradict one of the principal dic- 
tates of the laws of nature ; for God hath given us nothing ulti- 
mately for ourselves, seeing we and all that we have are wholly 
his. And to have any thing, whereof no part, as such, is to be 
spent in his service, is to have it with his displeasure.” —Owen 
on Heb. vol. i. p. 357. 

In conclusion, let us remember that the ministry is appointed 
by Christ, as the grand means to be employed in the conver- 
sion of sinners. It pleases God, by the foolishness of preach- 
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ing, to save them who believe. It is truly gratifying to behold 
the zeal which is manifested to distribute the written word of 
God. We rejoice in the existence of this zeal, and pray for its 
increase. But we should always recollect, that it is the ap- 
pointment of God that the living teacher should accompany the 
written word, to expound and enforce it, and that without the 
living teacher, the written word will be most generally ne- 
glected by the great mass of the community. ‘The depraved 
hearts of men are averse to the purity of religious truth; and 
where there is not a living preacher to arouse and call their at- 
tention to its reality and importance, we find it almost uniformly 
neglected. ‘Those places that are destitute of the preaching of 
the gospel, are most generally also without religion; the word 
and the worship of God is neglected, and men live and die in 
ignorance, in carelessness, in unbelief, and in impenitence. If 
we have then any love to the souls of our fellow creatures, or 
any regard to the prosperity of the Redeemer’s kingdom, we 
should earnestly desire and labour to secure an able, learned, 
and faithful ministry. | 

The Lord Jesus Christ himself has said, “ The harvest truly 
is plenteous, but the labourers are few; pray ve therefore, the 
Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his 
harvest.” —Matt. 1x. 37, 38. , 

The millions of heathen that are perishing through lack of 
knowledge, and the thousands of our own countrymen who are 
destitute of the gospel, have demands peculiarly strong upon 
us. If, indeed, we desire the salvation of immortal souls, we 
shall both pray the Lord of the harvest to send forth more la- 
bourers into the harvest, and with cheerfulness contribute our 
aid to the producing of so desirable an event. S. B. H. 
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SPIRITUAL WANTS OF THE WEST. 
To the Editor of the Presbyterian Magazine. 


Dear Sir,—I commit to you the following communication, 
hoping that its publication in the Presbyterian Magazine will 
be useful to the cause of religions And that by means of it 
the readers of the Magazine, generally, and ministers and can- 
didates for the ministry, particularly, will be better informed of 
the: real state of these Western states; that is, of their moral 
and religious state. I pretend not to the entire accuracy of 
every item in the following representation; but it is mainly 


_ made from my own personal observation. 


I have been nearly five years in the western states; viz. Ken- 
tucky, Indiana, and Ohio; and have, during that time, been ac- 
tively engaged in the work of the ministry; and through the 
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goodness of God, though I have a feeble constitution, and have 
been much of the time in weak health, so that my labours have 
been often in weakness and much painfulness, I have not lost 
but very few weeks from public labours and public duties. I 
have resided in a number of different places, and travelled 
pretty extensively, as duty /has called. I have attended four 
sessions of the synod of Kentucky; two of the Transylvania 
presbytery; five of the Louisville, two of the West Lexington, 
and one of the Lancaster presbytery. 

And from all that I have seen, and from all that I have heard, 
I am led to exclaam—How much is yet to be done before reli- 
gion shall gain a general ascendancy and prevalency in these 
states! O how much is to be done before they become, in a 
moral view, the garden of God! Of the Baptist denomination 
there are many professors and many preachers; but many of 
their preachers have had but little education: and they are 
obliged to pursue other occupations, besides the work of the 
ministry, which greatly hirders their usefulness. ‘The Metho- 
dists are numerous; in Ohio they are more so than the Baptists. 
Few of their preachers have enjoyed a liberal education ; but 
they seem to be devoted men, and are doing much good. 

There are also a great number, in some parts of these states, 
who are called new lights, but who call themselves of the 
Christian body. A part of these are, I think, exceedingly er- 
roneous. In their view of doctrines, they reject total depravity 
and justification through the righteousness of Christ, imputed 
to the believing sinner. They reject also, the underived Deity, 
and the real atonement of the Lord Jesus Christ. But, as their 
doctrine and their practice has been, no creed, no confession of 
faith but the Bible only; I think, numbers who do not approve 
their whole scheme of doctrines, have been united with them 
and still meet with them. ‘Their preachers are mostly without 
much education, and in their meetings they manifest great ap- 
parent engagedness and heat, and not unfrequently ravings : 
they baptize by immersion. 

The Presbyterian pecple of these states consist of five subdi- 
visions; viz. Presbyterians of the General Assembly; of the As- 
sociate Reformed Synod; of the Associate Synod; of the Re- 
formed Synod; and of the Cumberland Presbytery. The Pres- 
byterians of the General Assembly are numerous in Ohio; and 
they have a ministry respectable for learning, piety, and dili- 
gence. In Kentucky they are less numerous; with thirty-six 
ministers and four licensed preachers. In Indiana they have 
six ministers, and about twenty-seven infant churches, and one 
licensed preacher. And these Presbyterian people, in Kentucky 
and Indiana, are not just in a few settlements by themselves ; 
they are seattered over almost the whole states, and intermixed 
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with a vast variety of other population. Neither of the ,other 
branches of Presbyterians are numerous in these states, and they 
have but few ministers, excepting the Cumberland Presbyteri- 
ans, in the lower part of Kentucky. They are considerably nu- 
merous and have many preachers. Their preachers have not 
generally had a public education, and they are said to resemble 
the Methodists in their manner of conducting their meetings, 
and in some points of doctrine. | 

This is, as far as I know, nearly a history, in short, of the reli- 
gious state of the above-named states; with an amazing extent of 
territory, with a fertile soil, with an extended and fast increasing 
population, but without any thing like an adequate living minis- 
try. And in Kentucky, I think, far less than one half of those 
who live where they might attend upon the public means of 
grace, if they had a heart to it, do habitually attend divine ser- 
vice in'any denomination; this is true of the white population, 
besides a vast number of slaves, very few of whom attend pub- 
lic worship. In general they seem to have no idea of the first 
day of the week being the Lord’s day; they regard and use it as 
their day. It is made the day of their*pleasures, in their ram- 
bling visits, and assembling in companies for mirth and noise; 
and their day of trade, when they traffic with one anuther, and 
with such of the white population as will encourage them, and 
deal with them in baskets, and brooms, and fruit, &c. These 
things are going on continually, and few people seem to regard 
it, and scarcely any one speaks of it, as an evil, or mourns over 
it, as an abomination. Besides, in profane swearing this part of 
the country abounds. Oaths and cursing are so frequent, that 
they seem quite common, so that few startle and shudder at 
hearing them. And intemperance is not a rare vice; there is an 
amazing quantity of domestic distilled spirits made in these 
parts, and hard drinkers abound. 

These evils must be removed, and this state of things changed. 
And by what means? By means of the gospel; by a religious | 
influence upon the minds of our population. But how is this to 
be effected? I answer, by a perseverance in using the means of 
grace we now have, and by an increase of these means. But 
how shall they hear without a preacher, and how shall these 
people and these slaves reform unless they are bétter taught ? 
There are teachers enough, truly, to be a witness against them, 
but not enough to overcome their evil habits, and to make them. 
feel strongly the force of good example. | 

It seems to me, that the Christians and the Christian minis- 
ters from the other, and the older states, must hélp us, and we 
must help ourselves, and all must look to God, who only gives 
us success, and can make his word effectual. O may a day 
of moral reform’ soon come! May a resurrection take place, 
Vou. I1.—Presbh. Mag. 2M 
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in this valley of vision, so full of dry bones. ‘‘ Come, O breath 
of the Lord, and breathe upon these slain that they may live!’ 
And I here, very respectfully, drop a hint to our older presby- 
teries in the Atlantic states; it is a plan to provide domestic 
missionaries for these western states. Let each presbytery fur- 
nish one, for six months every year, from the number of their 
settled ministers, and let his place at home be supplied by his 
presbytery, in the same way as one goes a commissioner to the 
General Assembly, and let him receive and enjoy the contribu- 
tions and personal presents, which may be freely given him, and 
have no other earthly reward. Were this. once done, and 
these added to those whom the General Assembly employ as 
missionaries, we would soon have labourers in abundance in 
these western states. But, it would be only a comparative 
abundance, for not even then would there be any thing like an 
adequate supply of the real wants of the country. Perhaps it 
will be said, that no one will be found willing to endure all the 
privations necessary, and to bear all the hardships of the jour- 
ney, and of the missionary labours, without a better reward : 
a better God will give them ; but it will be in the satisfaction of 
doing good, of preaching the gospel to the poor, and of bearing 
all things for the elect’s sake, that they may be saved with eter- 
nal glory. | 

_ And are they ministers of Jesus, and can they not have fel- 
lowship in his sufferings enough for this? Are they fellow la- 
bourers with Paul, and can they not copy enough of his exam- 
ple, and feel enough of his self-denial for this? I wish the trial 
might be made, surely some would offer themselves for this 
work. , I. Ree. 


Nicholasville, (Ky.) March 27th, 1822. 
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FOR THE PRESBYTERIAN MAGAZINE, 


1S SABBATH EVENING, OR SATURDAY EVENING, A PART OF THE 
SABBATH? 


This subject is acknowledged not to be one of the first im- 
portance, and yet it is important, and according to its import- 
ance is the necessity of examining it by the Jaw and the testi- 
mony, and by those legitimate deductions which we are autho- 
rized to make from the scriptures. The question is of some 
importance; for it would be desirable that Christians, living in 
the neighbourhood of each other, should be agreed in their prac- 
tice. And if either of them is by divine appointment, it is im- 
portant that we should search into the mind and will of God in 
this, as well as every other matter that he has revealed, and 
guide our practice accordingly. 
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The proposition which we shall endeavour to maintain, is 
that which is agreeable to the practice of the great body of the - 
Presbyterian church, viz.— That the Holy Sabbath commences — 
at 12 Saturday night, and closes at 12 of the night sueceeding the 
Sabbath. That all the intervening hours are holy, and no other. 

In opposition to this some hold that it commences at sun- 
setting on Saturday (others at candle-lighting), and closes at the 
same time on the succeeding day. 

As we have never seen this subject investigated by any au- 
thor who maintained the opinion which we have proposed to 
defend—all having rather taken it for granted, than thought it 
worth the time and pains of investigation—and as several have 
written on the other side, some with warmth, it is thought that 
it will be perfectly fair to take up the arguments of those who 
have given the subject most attention and examine them, beside 
such considerations as may be derived from scripture and reason 
in defence of the proposition which we maintain. The subject 
presents itself under two aspects; as it depends upon plain scrip- 
ture authority, and as it is to be investigated on the score of ex- 
pediency. Ifthe first is decided clearly, the question of expe- 
diency will necessarily be excluded; but if it should be lefe 
doubtful, after the fullest investigation of what the sacred scrip- 
tures say on the subject, then a discussion of the question on 
the score of expediency would not only be proper, but_ might 
tend materially to confirm what was doubtful from scripture. ° 

Of all the writers who have advocated keeping the evenmg 
before the Sabbath, we know of none that has treated the sub- 


ject with more, candour and ability than the late venerable Dr. 


Dwight. To repeat his arguments then, it is presumed, will 
be giving the strength of the arguments in defence of that prac- 
tice which we oppose. 

The Dr. observes, “ The time at which the peculiar duties of 
the Sabbath are to commence is, in my opinion, the time when 
darkness commences on the evening of Saturday. For this opi- 
nion the following reasons may be alleged: 3 

“© First.—The natural dav commenced with darkness. After 
God had created the chaos, darkness rested upon it for @ cer- 
tain'‘period. ‘This darkness, and the light which succeeded it, 
are declared to have constituted the first day. In the same 
manner are reckoned the five succeeding days of the creation. - 

“ Secondly.x—The Sabbath, at its original mstitution, was a 
natural day. This is clear, because that God rested the seventh 
day; and from the manner in which the six preceding days 
were reckoned, we have the fullest proof, that He who by his 
own choice reckoned them in this manner, reckoned the seventh 
day in the same manner. 


“7 >¢rdly.—When the Sabbath was renewedly enjoined upon 
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the Israelites, it was required to be kept a natural day. This 
we know, because no alteration of the original institution is 
specified in the command; and because, in Lev. xxiii. 32, God 
says to the people respecting the great day of atonement, From 
even unto even shall ye celebrate your Sabbath. 

“ Fourthly.—The Jewish Sabbath commenced with the dark- 
ness, or with the time which we commonly denote by candle- 
lighting. This is evident from Neh. xiii. 19: “ And it came to 
pass that when the gates of Jerusalem began to be dark, before 
the Sabbath.” It is here evident, that the Sabbath had not com- 
menced on Friday evening when the gates began to be dark, 
or, in our customary language, when the dusk of the evening 
commenced in that city. The Sabbath also, as a natural day, 
began originally at the same time; the first day of the creation 
having commenced with absolute darkness. The time of dark- 
ness to us, is the time when we can no longer ‘see to transact 
ordinary business by the light.of the sun. ~ : 

“¢ Fifthly.—The Christian Sabbath is the first day of the week, 
and a natural day ; because there is no hint given us in the New 
Testament of any alteration made as to the mode in this respect. 
Dr. Macknight informs us, that the ancient Christians began 
their Sabbath on the evening of Saturday. Some Christians 
have supposed, that the time when our Lord arose from the 
dead, is that at which the present Sabbath ought to begin. This 
is evidently an error; because that time is not declared in the 
New Testament, and therefore cannot be known by us. Ac- 
cordingly, these Christians begin the Sabbath at midnight; a 
time of human appointment merely. This, to me; seems un- 
warrantable.” Thus far the Doctor. 

As these arguments, though somewhat multiplied, seem to 
grow out of two sources, viz.—1. The expression in Genesis, 
The evening and the morning were the first day. 2. The prac- 
tice of the Jews in celebrating their Sabbath from evening to 
evening, and this by divine appointment— it is thought that jus- 
tice may be done to the subject by replying to these two sources 
only. 

First.—As to the argument from the expression, the evening 
and the morning were the first day, two things are necessary to 
make this argument good. ist. The word evening must be 
equivalent in meaning to the word night, and the word morn- 
ing to the word day. 2dly. The whole must be equivalent to 
a declaration, that the evening (or night) came first, and the 
morning (or day) followed. If either of these should fail, the 
whole argument built upon this passage would evidently fall 
through. . But neither of them is agreeable to fact, as far as I 
can learn from any source. 

The English words evening and morning, it is humbly be- 
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lieved, no one would ever think of considering equivalent to 
the words night and day. They uniformly mean the first part 
of each, The evening means the early part of the night, but 
never the whole night. The morning likewise means the early 
part of the day, but never the whole day. So far then as the 
English words are concerned the argument fails entirely, if the 
translation is correct; and of its correctness in the main, we 
never have heard a doubt suggested. 

But for the sake of greater certainty, let us appeal to the ori- 
ginal. The Heb. a5y is defined by the learned Parkhurst,— 
“¢ The evening, or more properly all the time from mid-day to 
night, so called, because, as soon as the sun has passed the me-. 
ridian, the evening air from the western or darkened part of the 
heavens begins to mix with the day, which mixture continues 
till night; when the day is overpowered, the darkness prevails, 
and the mixture of daylight ceases.” 

From this definition, the word 3>y instead of meaning the 
whole night, as was necessary to the argument, we find exactly 
équivalent in meaning to our English word evening: the close 
of the day, and the beginning of the night, or that part of the 
twenty-four hours when day is declining and night commencing. 
And if this word must be interpreted so as to include half of 
the twenty-four hours, it might, with more propriety, include 
the twelve hours from noon, when the sun begins to decline, till 
midnight, than any other. - 

The Heb. 1p3 is defined by the same author thus:—“ The 
morning, or morning-light, which springing forth upon. the 
earth, surveys and searches out all things.” It may at once be 
seen with how much propriety this word could be made to in- 
clude the whole day, or twelve hours from sunrising till sun- 
setting. Especially, it is strange, that an important argument 
should be left to this gratuitous and unwarrantable construction 
for its only support. But to make it still more evident that 
these words are not equivalent to nzght and day, these latter are 
mentioned in the same sentence under their proper. appellation, 
Gen. i. 5. “ And called the light day, and the darkness he called 
night.” “ And the evening and the morning were the first day.” 
It is hardly supposable, that the same things would be mention- 
ed under different names in the same sentence, and that without 
giving any notice of the change, or without any apparent ne- 
cessity. 

As to the second proposition, which is necessary to make the 
argument good, viz.—The evening (meaning the night) must 
have come first, and the morning (meaning the day) must have 
followed, which is by no means certain from the text. It is 
true, the word evening comes before the word morning, but the 
declaration that the evening came first, in fact, is entirely -want- 
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ing. It may have come first, or it may not, from any thing that 
can be concluded from the text. It is by no means the genius 
of the English, or any other language, that where several items 
are mentioned in succession, that the one which is mentioned 
first was first in fact, in place, or in times When we say Peter 
and James and John are coming, it is by no means conclusive 
that Peter is foremost, and James next, and John last. They 
may be all equally near; nor would any one be apt to conclude, 
that the one who was mentioned first was actually foremost.— 
So when it is said, ** He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved,” certainly to conclude that baptism, in order to its vali- 
dity, must necessarily come after believing, because it is men- 
tioned after, is wresting language from its intended use. A 
cause incurs the suspicion of being a weak one, which is con- 
strained to resort to such arguments for its support. 

But whi should the evening be uniformly mentioned first un- 
less it came first, as one or the other must have preceded? I 
answer I cannot tell, only that the Holy Ghost has seen fit so to 
express it, one or the other must be mentioned first, and there 
is no reason why this form of expression is not as good as any. 
If the order of the expression had been reversed, and the morn- 
‘ing mentioned first, the same question might be asked, to which 
we should be equally incompetent to give an answer. But with 
regard to the assertion that one or the other must have come first 
in fact, we cannot assent to it. For owing to the spherical form 
of the earth, neither morning nor evening, neither day nor night, 
could have come first; but both of them must have commenced 
precisely at the same time. This proposition must be evident 
to any one who has the slightest acquaintance with astronomy. 
The earth being spherical, the time when it is day at one place, 
it must be night at every place on the opposite side of the globe. 
When it is morning in one place, it is evening in the other. 
Noon and midnight will, at the same moment, occupy opposite 
points on the earth’s surface. So that necessarily no one part 
of the twenty-four hours could have preceded the other, as to 
the whole globe. And there was as yet no part of it ‘distin- 
guished from the rest, by the garden of Eden, or by inhabitants, 
for the earth was hitherto without form and void, M. H. 

(To be continued.) 
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A Narrative of the State of Religion, within the bounds of the Ge- 
neral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church; and of the General 
Associations of Connecticut and Massachusetts, and the General 
Convention of Vermont, during the last year. 

Tue General Assembly in sending to the churches the annual narrative of the 


state of religion within their bounds, wish them grace, mercy, and peace from 
God our Father and Jesus Christ our Lord, 











1822. Narrative of the State of Religion. 279 


-We have much reason to offer our thanksgivings to the Great Head of the 
church for the many tokens of his love, with which he has visited that portion 
of it, which is in our land, during the past year. He has given many convinc- 
ing proofs, that he has been present with the assemblies of his people to bless 
them, by bestowing upon them the sanctifying influences of his Holy Spirit. 
Him we acknowledge and adore as our Redeemer and head, as the foundation 
of our hopes and the source of all grace, and we ascribe glory and dominion to 
Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood. 

But while there are many reasons for thankfulness and rejoicing, there is 
much also to be deplored. 

It is with deep sorrow, that the Assembly have heard numerous complaints 
of lukewarmness and conformity to the world, among professing Christians. 
The neglect of family prayer, the want of zeal for extending the interésts of 
the Redeemer’s kingdom, attachment to the world, conformity to its sinful cus- 
toms and pleasures, and in some few instances, dissensions and backslidings 
prove that these complaints are but too well founded. Such professors seem 
to have forgotten the deep obligations which they are under, from their own 
voluntary engagements of obedience to God, and from the dying love of Him 
who gave himself for them, to redeem them from all iniquity; that the G 
whom we serve is “a jealous God ;” and that the sins of his professing people 
are peculiarly hateful to him. We affectionately, and yet solemnly call upon 
them to remember from whence they are fallen, and to repent and do thar first 
works ; to be watchful and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to 
die. 

In some parts of our land, attempts are made to propagate the most perni- 
cious errors. With a zeal worthy of a better cause, and under lofty pretensions 
to superior rationality and to deeper discoveries in religion, some are endea,- 
vouring to take away the crown‘from the Redeemer’s head; to degrade Him 
who is the mighty God and the prince of life, to a level with mere men, and to 
rob us of all our hopes of redemption through his blood. Pretending too, a 
more expanded benevolence to man, and more ennobled ideas of the goodness 
and mercy of God, they assiduously propagate the sentiment, that all men will 
ultimately obtain eternal happiness, however sinful their present temper and 
conduct may be, without any regard to the cleansing of the blood of atone- 
ment, or the sanctifying influences of the Spirit of God. Believing that these 
sentiments are utterly subversive of gospel truth and holiness; that they are 
alike dishonouring to God, and. destructive to the present and eternal welfare 
of men, we cannot but affectionately warn you against them. Beware brethren, 
lest ye also being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stead- 
fastness. Cherish an ardent attachment to the truth which is according to god- 
liness: and seek to experience in your own souls its sanctifying influence. — 

The gross vices of intemperance, profane swearing, Sabbath breaking and 
gambling, still extensively exist. The excessive use of spirituous liquors conti- 
nues to produce the most deplorable effects, and threatens still greater injury, 
That such crimes should any where exist, is matter of astonishment and sorrow. 
They prove that man has deeply apostatized from God: and that our nature is 
both degraded and depraved. 

But there is one subject to which the Assembly advert with the most painful 
feelings. Vast sections of our country, particularly our frontiers, are destitute 
of the stated means of grace, and are loudly calling upon us in the words of the 
man of Macedonia, come aver and help us. | | 

In the Presbytery of Niagara, which consists of twenty-six congregations, 
there are but four which have pastors. In the Presbytery of Genessee, which 
consists of nineteen congregations, two only have pastors, and of these two, but 

_one enjoys the stated preaching of the gospel more than half the time. In the 

Presbytery of Bath, the churches are few, and most of them feeble and desti- 

tute of the ministry of the word, There are but six ministers in nearly as many 

counties. Multitudes are evidently living without God in the world, and pay- 

ing not even an outward respect to the institutions of the gospel. In many 

milies the Scriptures are not to be found, and in too many instances, little or no 
desire is shown to possess them. In many places no meetings for the public 
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worship of God are held; and in many others, such meetings are thinly attend- 
ed. In the Presbytery of Champlain, many towns are destitute of a preached 
gospel and church privileges; and in the Presbytery of Susquehanna, which 
spreads over an extensive country, among twenty-six congregations, which are 
widely scattered, there are but ten ministers. Of twenty-nine congregations, 
which belong to the Presbytery of Erie, twenty-one are destitute of a stated 
ministry; and of thirty-three congregations which belong to the Presbytery of 
Louisville, more than half are in the same destitute condition. In the Presby- 
tery of Union, two or three times the present number of ministers are needed, 
to supply the spiritual wants of that portion of our church. In the Presbytery 
ef Grand River, which consists of twenty-nine congregations, there are but 
twelve ministers. The Presbytery of West Tennessee, which spreads over a 
large tract of country, and,embraces within its bounds a population of 310,000 
inhabitants, has only fourteen ministers belonging to it; and there is not a single 
licentiate within their bounds. The few missionaries who have passed through 
this region have been well received, and much solicitude is manifested by the 
people to obtain the labours of a zealous and enlightened ministry. That sec- 
tion of our church which is contained within the bounds of the Presbyteries of 
Missouri and Mississippi, loudly calls for the attention of the Christian public. 
The Presbytery of Missouri extends over a country nearly 300 miles square, 
and contains upwards of 120,000 inhabitants: and much of it is still a moral 
waste. Thousands are crying for the bread of life; and there is-reason to be- 
lieve that many new churches might be formed, if there were a sufficient num- 
ber of faithful and devoted ministers. The Presbytery of Mississippi too, covers 
a vast extent of country, embracing the two states of Mississippi and Louisiana, 
the population of which, must considerably exceed 200,000 souls. Though 
covering such a vast extent of country and embracing so large a population, 
only eight ministers belong to it, and only four licentiates are under its care. 
Several towns of importance, which are rapidly increasing in population and 
wealth, present most interesting stations for missionary labours. Among these, 
New Orleans deserves to be me A mentioned, as presenting a field for 
exertions truly astonishing for magnitude, interest, and difficulty. It contains 
46,000 inhabitants, and is annually growing in resources of all kinds. The 
short ministry of Mr. Larned we have reason to believe was very useful, and 
while we affectionately sympathize with the congregation in that city, on the 
loss of their late esteemed pastor, we offer our prayers to God, that he would 
speedily bestow on them another faithful pastor to supply his place. The Pres- 
bytery of Georgia, which extends over more than half the state of Georgia, and 
consists of but eight ministers; and the Presbytery of Concord, contain within 
their bounds, extensive tracts of country, where the ordinances and institutions 
of religion are hardly known. 

In most of these destitute parts of our country, pernicious errors are assidu- 
ously and successfully propagated ; and in all of them gross immoralities abound. 
Removed from the benign influence of the gospel of Jesus, without its power- 
ful restraints, destitute of Sabbaths and Sanctuaries, unchecked by the solemn 
admonitions, and uncheered by the glorious hopes of the gospel, multitudes 
there live in sin, and die in impenitence. Seldom does the herald of salvation 
raise his inviting voice among them, and seldom do the sounds of prayer and 
praise ascend as grateful offerings to heaven. And these are our brethren; bone 
of our bone, and flesh of our flesh; many of their fathers worshipped with our 
fathers in the same Sanctuary, and with many of them we have gone up to the 
house of God. Surely their claims upon our Christian liberality are peculiarly 
strong: and we cannot suffer their earnest requests, that we would send them 
the word of life, to be refused. 

It is truly gratifying to learn, that a very earnest desire is felt, and a laudable 
zeal shown, to obtain the gospel ministry in these destitute parts of our land. 
Many of the followers of Jesus offer up to him. their fervent prayers, that he 
would send among them faithful labourers; and Sabbath day schools, and Mis- 
sionary, and Education Societies, have been in some places established. In 
some instances, the destitute congregations persevere in maintaining public 
worship ; and there is an increasing attention to the means of grace. We have 
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heard, too, with pleasure, that in many of these destitute pete of our land, mi- 
nisters have frequently gone forth in company, two or three at a time, and 
preached, and visited, and God has greatly blessed their labours. 

But, we turn to contemplate more pleasing subjects. It.cannot but be grati- 
fying to the friends of the Redeemer’s kingdom, to learn that with few excep- 
tions, the statements which we have received from the different Presbyteries, 
represent the interests of religion to be on the increase. 

Infidelity is scarcely any where openly professed. The churches are gene- 
rally walking in peace. There is generally an increased attention to the pub- 
lic ordinances of worship; and many new congregations have been organized, 
and new churches erected throughout our country. Several of these have been 
quilt in regions, where but a short time since was‘nothing but a waste wilder- 
ness, uninhabited by civilized man. es 

The monthly concert for prayer is generally observed. Bible classes and 

the catechetical instruction of youth, are still continued with the most benefi® 
cial effects. Baptized children with their parents, have in many instances been 
convened, and reminded of the solemn obligations imposed upon them, by the 
baptismal covenant. Praying societies are very generally established, Sab- 
bath day schools are numerous and flourishing, and thousands of youth, who 
probably would otherwise have grown up ignorant and vicious, have by means 
of these institutions been instructed, and fitted to make useful members of so-° 
ciety. 
_ .Liberal patronage has generally been extended to the various benevolent and 
pious institutions, which are established within our bounds, and many Mission- 
ary, and Education, and Bible Societies are flourishing. It has given the As- 
sembly unfeigned joy, to hear of the very flourishing condition, and the in- 
creasing prosperity, of the American Bible Society. During the past year ’a 
considerable addition has been made, both to its funds, and to the number of 
auxiliary societies connected with*it. We offer our fervent prayers that the 
blessing of the God of heaven may rest upon it. Several societies for the edu-: 
cation of poor and pious youth, who haye the gospel ministry in view, have 
been established during the past year; and the churchesappear in some degree 
to be awaking to a sense of the importance of this subject. 

It is with pleasure that we notice the formation of several a Asso- 
ciations of young men. The Young Men’s Missionary Society of Richmond, 
is entitled to particular notice. During the last year they have’employed eight 
missionaries, and have expended in their support about one thousand dollars. 

The students in the University of North Carolina, who are members of the 
Dialectic Society, have generously engaged to contribute $250, payable in five 
years, towards endowing a professorship in the Theological Seminary at Prinee- 
ton. It deserves also to be mentioned, that several children in the Island of 
Ceylon and in other places, are clothed, and fed, and instructed by the contri- 
butions of pious females, residing within our bounds. : 

From the report of the Board of Missions, the Assembly are gratified to learn, 
that the missionary concerns of our church, appear to be crowned with the. 
blessing of God. The number of missionaries is increasing, though by no means 
sufficiently to meet the growing demands of « rapidly increasing population. 
Our. Seminary at Princeton, is yearly furnishing valuable ‘missionaries, whose 
labours are received with gratitude, and accompanied wxh a blessing. Under 
these circumstances it is hoped that the churches will not fail to take up annual 
contributions for the missionary fund, to the application of which the Presbyte- 
rian interest is so much indebted. ‘hay 

It is also gratifying to learn that God still blesses with the influences of his 
Spirit several of our colleges. Hamilton College has about 100 students, a ma- 
jority. of whom are pious. Union College has about 240 students, and of these 
about 70 are hopefully pious, : Urea 
But we have not only to rejoice in the general increase of the interests of 

religion, there are also special reasons for thankfulness. On many of our con- 
gregations God has been pleased to pour out his spirit, and to grant them times 
of revival and refreshing. The congregations of West Bloomfield, Lima, Avon, 
Groveland, Nunda, Richmond, Livonia, and especially Mount Morris in the 
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Presbytery of Ontario—of Phelps, Lyons, and Junius 2d in the Presbytery of 
Geneva—of Otisco, Onondago Ist and 2d, Pompey 2d and 3d, and Camillus in 
the Presbytery of Onondago—of Winfield, Whitesborough, Mexico and New 
Haven, in the Presbytery of Oneida—of Cooperstown and Springfield, in the 
Presbytery of Otsego, while in Cherry Valley there has been a constant inga- 
thering of the fruits of the late revival—of Sacketts Harbour, Watertown, lst 
and 2d society in Adams, Lorrain, and Rodman, in the Presbytery of St. Law- 
rence, have been visited with the special influences of the Holy Spirit. At the 
military post at Sacketts Harbour, several of the private soldiery have been 
subjects of the work. In the Presbytery of Champlain, revivals have been ex- 
perienced in the congregations of Plattsburg, Chazy, Champlain, and Consta- 
ble, and also in the congregation of Windham, in the Presbytery of London- 
derry. Though the late ‘powerful revivals do not continue in the Presbytery 
of Albany, yet their precious fruits remain. With very few exceptions the 
“subjects of these revivals; continue steadfast in the faith, and attentive to the 
duties of religion. 

In the Presbytery of Troy, the congregation of North Pittstown; in the Pres- 
bytery of North River, the congregation of Smithfield; and in the Presbytery 
of Long Island, the congregations of Union Parish, Sagharbour, Easthampton, 
Bridgeliampton and Southampton have also been blessed with revivals, 

In the Presbytery of New York the blessings of divine grace have extended 
to many congregations, and seem to be extending to others. The congrega- 
tions ot the Brick Church, the Orange street Church, the Spring street Church, 
and the Church at Corlaer’s Hook, have largely partaken of the blessed influ- 
-ences of the Holy Spirit. gan pare 

In the congregations of Ramapo, Roxbury, Chatham, and Morristown in the 
Presbytery of Jersey, and Gibson, and Silver Lake in the Presbytery of Sus- 
quehanna, the Lord is making glorious displays of the power of his grace ; 
while in the last Presbytery, Westmoreland; Wilkesbarre, Wyalusing, Kingston, 
Bridgewater, and Great Bend, have heen favoured with less powerful, but very 
encouraging operations of divine grace. | 

Several of the Presbyteries in the Synod of Pittsburgh, have been engaged 
in special efforts for the revival of religion, and in several of the congregations 
of the Presbytery of Redstone, and some others, considerable religious excite- 
ments have prevailed, and very encouraging additions have been made to the 
churches. : 

In the Presbytery of Philadelphia, a revival has been mercifully granted to 
the congregation of the first Presbyterian church,’in the Northern Liberties, 
and revivals have also been experienced in the congregations of St. Georges, 
€harlestown and Newcastle, and especially in the second church of Wilming- 
ton, in the Presbytery of Newcastle. 

A number of the congregations in the Presbytery of Portage, among which, 
Talmadge, Windham, and Brownhelm, are particularly named; and the first 
Presbyterian church of Richmond, in the Presbytery of Hanover, have also 
shared in the blessings of,these revivals. ' 

In the Presbytery of Abingdon, though there has been no special revival, 
yet, there have been, within the last year, larger additions than usual, to the 
communion of the church, especially in the united congregations of Mount 
Bethel and Providence. . 

The. congregations of Eno and Little River, the church:of Cross Roads, of 
Buffaloe, and Allemance, of Oxford, and: other churches of Granville county, 
and of Hillsborough in the Presbytery of Orange, of Buffaloe in the Presby- 
tery of Fayetteville; of Bethany, Back Creek, and Unity, in the Presbytery 
of Concord, have also been blessed with the reviving influences of the Holy 
Spirit. In the congregations of the last named Presbytery, it is believed 
that nearly two hundred persons have experienced the renewing influences 
of the Spirit of God, and a large proportion of these are the children of pious 
parents, a number of whom are training up for the ministry of the gospel. 

The same benign effects which have attended past revivals, have attended 
these, Professing Christians have been awakened to zeal and devotedness to 

the cause of Christ. And though the operations of the Holy Spirit, on the 
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minds of sinners, have been diversified, yet, generally they have felt 

and pungent convictions of sin, accompanied with a sense of their undone 
condition as transgressors of the divine law, and a discovery that salvation 
can be found only in Christ. Deep silence has prevailed in the religious ‘as- 
semblies. ont - 

This blessed-work has been confined to no particular age or sex, or class of 
society. Blooming youth and hoary age; the child seven years old, and the 
sinner weighed down with the sins of three score years and ten, the infidel, 
the profane, and the mere moralist, have all been brought to a sense of their 
lost condition; have been made to bow to the sceptre of the Prince-of Life; 
have sought salvation from his hands, as his free gift, and, we trust, have found 
deliveranée to their souls, through his peace speaking blood. 

Among the means which God, in his sovereign good pleasure, has blessed, 
to the producing of these blessed effects, special prayer, on the part of his” 
people deserves first to be mentioned. In many congregations, particular 
days have been set apart for fasting and prayer. Cqncerts for prayer have been 
held by private Christians, and they have frequently met in religious societies 
at the rising of the sun. 

Pastoral visitation from house to house, and, also, visitations by private Chris- 
ea with personal conversation on the concerns of eternity, have been greatly 

essed. | 

In the preaching of the word, the spirituality of God’s law, ‘and its tremen- 
dous curse denounced on sin, have’ been explained and pressed on the con- 
sciences of sinners; they have been warned of their inability to work out a jus- 
tifying righteousness of their own, and have been solemnly exhorted to imme- 
diate repentance and faith in Christ. 

The fruits of these revivals have been exhibited in the moral reformation 
produced in the lives of those who have been their subjects; and in an in- 
crease of the spirit of prayer, and of liberality, m the support of the gospel. 

From the General Association of Connecticut, we learn, that the churches in 
that state, are not only gathering the fruits of the late extensive revivals, but, 
that the Lord is mercifully extending his work of grace to many other congre- 
gations. A large proportion of the members of the mission school, at Cornwall, 
give good evidence of piety, and the establishiment answers the most sanguine 
expectations of its founders and friends. Arrangements are making for the ex- 
tension of the Theological department of Yale College, with hopeful prospects 
of success. : 

From the General Association of Massachusetts, we learn, that there is much 
reason for thankfulness on account of the manifestations of the divine presence 
and blessing. There have been, in that part of our country, great revivals of 
religion in thé county of Berkshire. . More than 300 young men have been as- 
sisted in obtaining an education, by the American Education Society, since its 
commencement. A missionary spirit is much increased, and in Plymouth and 
Norfolk counties, a Palestine Missionary. Society is established, which supports. 
a missionary to the Holy Land. The Andover Institution still flourishes, and 
contains 132 students. 

From the General Convention of Vermont, we learn, that the interests of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom are greatly on the increase in that State. It is true, the 
want of faithful pastors is felt. Of 171 churches, connected with the Conven-_ 
tion, near half are vacant. Still the cause of religion is advancing. Through 
the past year there have’ been great and powerful revivals, in 50 towns, in 
each of which from 15 to 200 persons have been received into the churches. 
-These revivals still continue in many places. It is supposed that about 2500 
persons have joined the churches during the past year. In Middlebury Col- 
lege there has been a revival among the students, and two-thirds of their 
number are hopefully pious. The spirit of missions is increasing in the state. 
Education societies, are also formed, and one of these societies, in two years, 
afforded assistance to 40 young men. ; : 

We have heard, with pleasure, of the exertions which are made in many of 
our cities, to promote the spiritual welfare of seamen, and of the success which 
has attended these exertions. Places of worship for mariners, are opened in 
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several of our sea-port towns, and both mariners themselves, and their families 
have received great benefit from attending the public ordinances of the gospel. 
The Assembly recommends to the ministers and members of our churches, to 
encourage and promote these useful institutions, 

The Theological Seminary at Princeton, continues to enjoy the smiles of the 
great Head of the church. A missionary spirit is diffused among the students, 
and a few have already devoted themselves to the labours and privations of a 
foreign mission. The churches are. already enjoying the fruits of this most 
important institution. The Theological Seminary, at Auburn, under the care 
of the Synod of Geneva, is flourishing; and efforts are also making, with en- 
couraging prospects, to establish Theological Seminaries in other parts of our 
country. . . 

The Assembly sincerely congratulates the churches, under its care, on the 
recent union which has been completed between the Presbyterian and the As- 
seciate Reformed Churches, We cannot but cherish the hope that this union 
will be productive of the most beneficial effects, and that the great Head of 
the church will bless it to the promotion of the interests of his kingdom. 

On the whole, the review of the past year is calculated to awaken the most 
lively sensations of gratitude, to the great Head of the church, for the blessings 
which he has bestowed upon it, and to excite us to more zeal and devotedness 
in his service. We rejoice in the spread of his gospel. He shall have dominion 
from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth. Reviewing his 
mercies to his church in our land, we are constrained to offer to him our de- 
vout praises. ‘Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, who only doeth won- 
drous things, and blessed be his glorious name forever; and let the whole earth be 
filled with his glory—AMEN and AMEN. 


Published by order of the General Assembly, 
, Attest, 
WILLIAM NEILL, Stated Clerk. 
Philadelphia, May, 1822. : , 


RTI en 


Fourth Annual Report of the Philadelphia Education Society. 


In reviewing their operations during the past year, your managers are con- 
strained to regret the limited sphere in which they are compelled to move. 
‘Candour requires the statement, that their institution has not met with ‘that li- 
beral patronage, which its acknowledged importance demands, | 

This fact is announced with sorrow, and also with some degree of surprise ; 
for they are persuaded if their designs in encouraging and assisting indigent 
and pious youth in their preparatory studies for the gospel ministry, were fully 
appreciated, they would have but little cause of complaint. But whilst your 
board have observed with pain, the fallacy of that zeal which has its only foun- 
dation in novelty, and have an many instances experienced a disappointment of 
their fondest anticipations, they have sufficient ground of encouragement to 
proceed in their purpose. Since the instances are exceedingly rare, in which 
youth of high worldly expectations are willing to submit to the labour and self- 
denial attendant upon the sacred office; they feel it to be their imperative 
duty to aid, in every possible way, the wishes of those, who, although poor in 
this world, have talents, piety, and a willing heart to consecrate to the service of 
Christ. With such they have already been connected, and have felt their la- 
bour rewarded, in their exemplary deportment and literary proficiency. 

The smiles of Providence have not been withheld; and, although some pain- 
ful occurrences have taken place, as might have been reasonably anticipated, 
the board have still sufficient evidence, that their cause is identified with the 
cause of God and his church. ’ 

Since the institution of the society there have been twenty-three young men 
supported, in whole or in part, upon the funds. 

There are at present six young men entirely dependant, who are successfully 
pursuing their studies at approved seminaries; six are partially supported; and 


’ 
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occasional assistance has been afforded to several others, who have not been’ 
brought under the immediate superintendance of the 


TS. 
For the education and maintenance of these, and for defrayin incidental 
expenses, there have been expended during the past year $1097 99. 
The receipts during the same period have been as follows; viz. © “ 


Life subscription for Rev. John Robinson, North Carolina, by Ladies’ 

























“ 


Benevolent Society of Poplar Tent congregation, ¥ 21. 00 
Ditto for Rev. James Patterson by Female | ent Society 20 00 
Ditto for Rev. Isaac Keller, M‘Connelsburg, by ladies of his church 20. 00. 
Collection after last annual sermon’ - - eee 92 00 
From Auxiliary Society in First Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia _ 56 2 

Do. do. Second do: - <. ae ; 
Do. do. Tha OO ae - 83 89 
Do. do. Sixth do. - ‘ 32.50 
From Union Auxiliary Society of Salem, South Carolina . 45 00. 
From Auxiliary Society of Rockland Church , - a -.. 8 288 
Do. Harrisburgh = - - - - . 100 00 
Do. Neshaminy - : - -+ 20 25 
Do. . Mount Gilead, Ashton - - (10 714 
Do. Pencador congregation - - 25 50. 
Do. Providence and Springfield - 6 60 
Do. St. George and Forest congregation, Dela- 
ware - - — - 45 20 
Annual Subscriptions - - - - - - 128 00 
Donation from ladies of Shaver creek congregation - - 4 50 
‘ Do. — Presbytery of Northumberland = - - - 10 00 
Do. - a prayer meeting - - - - 3 00 
Do. ladies of R6ckland church, D. C. - - 7 00 
Do. _ sundry individuals - : -, - 16 00 
Do. Mr. Cope, of Lewistown, Delaware - - 14 00 
Do. Georgia, by Mr. Patterson - - - 50 00 
Interest of stock - - - - - . 63 60 
Collection at Cape Island, by Mr. Patterson - - - 9 50 
Rent of property - - 46 00 


Eighty-one volumes, together with a collection of pamphlets, be- 
queathed by late Mrs. Sarah Hollinshead, of Philadelphia, 


19 Auxiliary Societies. * 


The fund at present consists of 1060 dollars in six per cent. stock and 289 
dollars in cash, ! . : 

It should be further stated, that there are at present several candidates, who. 
have been introduced to the notice of the board by the most flattering testimo- 
nials, but have been rejected through stern necessity, notwithstanding the 
plans of the board are founded upon the most rigid economy. Such measures, 
although resulting from a sense of duty, have excited the liveliest regret. The 
remedy, however, is in the hands of the Christian public, and the hope is in- 
dulged, that it will not be withheld. All reasonable Christians will deprecate | 
an unlearned’ ministry, and acknowledge the necessity, in connexion with 
piety, of those enlightened and dignified views in ministers of the gospel, which 
are infused by liberal studies; but they should at the same time recollect, that 
their personal exertions must contribute to effect objects so desirable. 

Many thanks are due to those who have kindly and steadily co-operated with 
the board in advancing the interests of the institution; and an especial recog- 
nition is made of the assistance, derived from Female Auxiliary Associations. 
That their example may be imitated, is heartily desired and earnestly recom- 
mended, | 

Our appeal is now made to Christian liberality ; let it not meet with cold ne- 
glect, nor be regarded with listless indifference; especially at a period, when 
the necessities of the church, and the deplorable condition of perishing millions, . 
are unceasingly importuning us to send forth labourers into the vineyard. 
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‘The Treasurer of the Trustees of the General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church, acknowledges the receipt of the following. Sums 
for their Theological Seminary at Princeton, N. J. during the 
month of May last, viz. 

Of Anthony Finley, for the privilege of printing 3500 copies of the 


Confession ‘of Faith, &c. one half is for the Contingent Fund, being $52 50 
Of Rev. Dr>John M‘Dowell, from Mervin Hall of Elizabethtown, for 


ditto 2500 copies, one half is for the same fund 37 50 
Of Rev. Reuben Post, from the Female Cent ney of Washington 
city, forditto - 16 50 
And from the First Presbyterian Church j in Baltimore, for ditto 20 00 
Of Rev. A. G. Fairchild, from —— s- Creek Church, Redstone 
Presbytery, for ditto - - 5 34 
Of Rev. Ezra King, from Long Island Presbytery, for ditto - 8 00 
Of Rev. A. O. Patterson, from the Female Cent Society of Mount 
Pleasant Church, Redstone Presbytery, for ditto - : 20 00 
_ Of Rev. John Barnard, jr. from Ontario Presbytery, for ditto  - 7 62 
Of William’ seh: Esq. from First aha ak bcs Church of rene 4. 
for ditto 43 00 
Of Rev. Dr. S. Miller, the dolshisen of L. H. of Newburg, New York, 
for ditto - - 20 00 
Of Rev. Obadiah Jennings, ‘Steubenville Church, Ohio, for ditto 17 25 
Of Rev..Henry Reid, from Mrs. Anna E. ee of Abbeville, South 
Carolina, for ditto 20 00 
From Miss Ann oy. of ditto, $1, and a locket sold for $1, for. 
ditto - 2 00 
From Mrs. Ann W. aici of ditto, for ditto i ea a - 1 00 
From Miss Martha Gray, of ditto, for ditto - . - 1 00 
From Miss Mary A Patterson, of ditto, for ditto - 7 3 00 
And from Miss Ann L. Shaw, of ditto, for ditto - ° 6 00 
Of Rev. John Clark, from North River Presbytery, for ditto - 4 00 
Of Rev. Dr. Jonas Coe, Troy Presbytery, for ditto . 30 04 
Of Rev. John Smith, from Cooperstown, Otsego Presbytery, for ditto 11 21 
Cherry Valley, for ditto - 3 00 
and Springfield, for ditto - 2 50 
Of Rev. Dr. ay: Alden, frou Female Cent seca jah in Erie Church, 
for ditto 6 00 
Of Rev. E. W. Gilbert, from W. Moffet, Esq. eastern shore of Mery; 
land, for ditto - 5 00 
And from Capt. John Hamnilton, Wilmington, Delaware, for ditto . 300 


Of Rev. W. R. Weeks, Whitesborough, Oneida Presbytery, for ditto ~ 3 00 
Of Rev. Philip Lindsly, donation of Dr. Lewis Conners of seta 


New Jersey, for ditto - 25 00 
Of Rev. Dr. John Woodhull, Freehold Church - - - 9 50 
Of Amos Slaymaker, Esq. Leacock Church - 6 00 


Of Rev. Dr. William Neill, from Rev. Francis Herron, old subscriptions 

obtained by Dr. Neill, (one dollar discount paid. by Mr. Herron, ae 
88 on Dr. Neill’s list) for ditto - 87 00 

Of “A Presbyterian,” in a letter from Wheeling, Virginia, after a pe- 

rusal of professor Lindsly’s “ Plea for the TRATRG Paes at 


Princeton,”’* for ditto - 10 00 
Of Rev. John Moody, from Carlisle Church, for ditto’ - - 12 45 
Of Rev. Horace Galpin, Newton Presbytery, forditto - 28 95 
Of Rev. Dr. Neill, subscription of Dr. John Wishart, ae Penn- 

sylvania, for 1821 and 22, for ditto : : 6 00 





* The writer adds:—* Of the existence of this institution I have been for 
some time apprized, but for the account of its wants, and its prospects of exten- 
sive usefulness to the Church of Christ, I am indebted to the ‘Plea;’ which, in 
my humble opinion, will continue to reflect credit to the heart as well as the 
head of its author.” 
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mn Rev. E. Yale, from Mr. R. ar of Coates Ate Pay 
tery, for ditto - 
Of Rey. David Comfort, old subscriptions i in Princeton, for ditto 
in Trenton, for ditto 
in Lawrenceville, for ditto. 
Of Rev. Dr. A. Alexander, from William Maxwell, Esq. Norfolk, his 
donation, for ditto - - - 
Donation of his sister, Mrs. Louisa Cocke, of Fluvanna county, for 
ditto -* 
And ditto of Mr. Cornelius K. Stribling, of Norfolk, for ditto 
Of Rev. Dr. Robert Cathcart, from Monaghan Church, f for ditto 
Of Rev. J. H. C. Leach, the subscription of Rev. 1. B. Hoge, in May, 
1820, for ditto - 


Of Rev. Isaac V. Brown, from the Female Benevolent Society of Law- 
renceville, for ditto - 


Of Rev. John F. Clark, from the Dollar Society of Greenwich, for ditto. 


and from ditto . Lamington, for ditto 
Of Samuel Bayard, Esq. the collection in Princeton Church, for ditto 
Of Rev. George Reid, from Salem Union Society, S. C. for ditto 
Of Rev. John E. Latta, old subscriptions - - - 


Amount received for the Contingent Fund $9 


Of Rev. Reuben Post, First Church, Washington city, old subscrip- 
tions, obtained by the Rev. Dr. William Neill, for the Permanent Fund 

Of Marcus Wilbur, Esq. old subscriptions in New York, for ditto 

Of Rev. Dr. J. J. Janeway, 2d and 3d instalments on his subscription 
for the Professorship to be endowed by the as pet of ee 

Of a Lady, her 2d ditto for ditto : . 

Of Rev. Reuben Post, from First Church, , Washington city, for ditto 

Of James B. Ross, Esq. from Chambersburg, including 19 old sub- 
scriptions on Dr. Neill’s paper, for ditto - 

ape a John eee Middle ees $10 50, and Silver Spring. BS, 
or ditto 

‘Of Rev. Robert S. Grier, Piney Creek, and Toms Creek, for ditto 

Of Rev. Jonathan Freeman, Bridgeton and Greenwich, nid ewe 
$60 last year) for ditto 

Of Rev. Samuel B. How, of New Meuneciels the 2d atehmens of Col. 


John Neilson, for Professorship to be endowed by —— wn New 
York and New J ersey. - . ‘ é 


Second ditto of John Pool, Esq. - ‘ é : 
And 2d ditto of Rev. Mr. How “ 

Of Rev. Dr. John M‘Dowell, from Elizabethtown, fon ditto : 
And from the monthly concert of prayer in Elizabethtown, for ditto 

Of Rev. Dr. Samuel Miller, his 3d instalment, for ditto - - 

Of Rev. John Clark, Pleasant Valley, for ditto - 

From Rev. James Ostrom, New Paltz and Marlborough, for ditto 
From Yorktown $5, Amenia $4 25, Bedford $16 50, for ditto 
And from a young lady of Newburg, for ditto 

Of Rev. Dr. John Woodhull, the 1st and 2d instalment of sti Wi- 

kofi, Esq. of Freehold, for ditto - - - 
Dr. Woodhull’s Ist and 2d ditto, for ditto - - - 
Mrs. Sarah Woodhull’s donation, for ditto : - 
John T. Woodhull, M. D. his 1st and 2d instalment, for ‘ditto 
And Gilbert S. Woodhull, M. D. his 18t and 2d ditto, for ditto 

Of Rev. Jacob Kirkpatrick, collected by him, for ditto - 

. Of Rev. Elias W. Crane, from the a Cent _—? of Spring. 
field, for ditto - 

Of Rev. Francis H. Porter, Concent Presbytery, for the Professorabi 
to be endowed in part by the Synod of North Carolina.: The fol- 
lowing list is entered just as it was received; viz. 

Rev. J. MRee, D. D. - 
S. C. Caldwell, : : 
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H. Hunter, 
J. D. Kilpatrick, 
J. Robinson, 
J. M. Wilson, 
J. Carighan, 
R. B. Walker, 
J. S. Adams, 
J. B. Davis, 
J. Williamson, 
A. Williams, 
and W. S. Pharr, - 

Of Rev. Colin M‘Iver, from Fayetteville Presbytery, for ditto 

Of Rev. John Witherspoon, a note payable in New York, in October 
next, for $700, and when paid, it is to be credited to ‘the Presby- 
tery of Orange, for ditto 

Of Rev. Robert Means, his 2d instalment for the Professorship to be 
endowed in part by the Synod of South Carolina and Georgia 
And the balance in full of the subscription of Rev. Anthony W. Ross, 

-of Fairfield District, South Carolina, for ditto - 

Of Rev. Henry Reid, of Fairfield District, South eine three in- 
stalments of his subscription, for ditto 

Of Rev. George Reid, the 3d instalment of Rev. John Cousar, of Sa- 
lem, South Carolina, for ditto - * - 

Of Rev. R. W. James, from Mr. S. I. Wilson, for ditto - 

Of Jonathan Wynkoop, Esq. Bucks county, Pennsylvania, for ra Pro- 
fessorship of Oriental and Biblical Literature - me 5 

Of Rev. John Goldsmith, his first instalment, for ditto - - 

Of Rev. Thomas S. Wickes, his first ditto, for ditto - - 

Of Divie Bethune, Esq. his first ditto, for ditto —- - - 

Of Rev. Moses Hunter, in part of his proportion for endowing a Scho- 
larship by-the Senior Class of 1819 - - - 

Of Rev. John Goldsmith, in part of his ditto for ditto - 

Of Rev. Elias W. Crane, from the Female Benevolent Society of 
Springfield, New Jersey, in behalf of his ditto for ditto . 

Of Rev. Francis H. Porter, from ladies of ee Tent, Concord Pres- 
bytery, for a Scholarship - 

Of Rev. John Clark, old oc reenanen of Rev. E. Grant for’s Scho- 
larship . R y ‘ 
And subscription of Samuel Bruster, for ditto - 

Of Rev. Dr. Samuel Miller, the donation of Deacon Ashley, of West 
Springfield, Massachusetts, for the Students’ Fund’ - 

Of Rev. George S. Boardman, St. Lawrence Presbytery, for the badness 
tion of students in the Seminary, for ditto . 

Of Rev. John H. Grier, from Northumberland Presbytery, for ditto 

Of Rev. William Gray, from Strong Sturges, Esq. Rutgers street 

Yhurch, New York, for the education of students in the seminary, 
for ditto . - 

Of Rev. Wiliam C. Brownlee, Baskingridge, for ditto ° 

Of Robert Ralston, Esq. from Rev. William Weir, for “ educating poor 
and pious young men for the ministry in the Theological Seminary 
at Princeton,” viz. The papi of Samuel Postlethwaite, Esq. 
of Natchez, for ditto - - 
And ditto of the Presbyterian Church, m ‘Natchez, for ditto - 

Of Mrs. Margaret Carswell, per Rev. _— E.S. Ely, her donation for a 
particular student : - - 


JUNE, 


50 00 
66 00 
50 00 
64 00 
30 00 
60 00 
46 50 
35 00 
55 00 
30 00 
25 00 
153 01 


50 00 
156 00 
150 00 


50 00 
30 00 


100 00 
30 00 
50 00 
50 00 


30 00 
20 00 


15.00 
30 00 


61 61 
5 00 


100 00 — 


8 29 
20 00 


13 34 
6 00 


50 00 
50 93 


20 00 


Total 4578 02 





IBN ae os, ; 


We hope to give an abstract of the proceedings of the General Assembly, in 


eur next.—Eb. 


